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express my regret that the Government
are obliged to ask for another loan; but
it appears necessary that we should fulfil
our obligations, and carry these works to
completion. With regard to the propor-
tion of money expended in the North,
there are several members representing
Northern constituencies, and I do not
mow of one who has asked for money
without obtaining it, if he showed that
the particular work was necessary. I
can hardly see where the complaint of the
North is. The hon. member for East
Kimberley has complained, but he has
not suggested any particular work that is
wanted in his district.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

ADJOURNMENT,
The House adjourned at 10'53 p.m.

Wegislatitre

Thursday, 7th September, 1893

Touncil,

Removwnl of Dredge from Albany—Chattels Forecloaure
Bill: third reading-Adjournment.

Tez PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) took the chair at 4-30 o’clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

REMOVAL OF DREDGE FROM ALBANY.

Ter How. E. T. HOOLEY : I have to
ask the Colonial Secretary whether it
is the intention of the (Government to
remove the dredge from Albany, and, if
s0, when ; also, whether the dredge will
be sent to Carnarvon ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
8. H. Parker) : I have to reply that the
work the dredge is now engaged upon
will take until about the end of the year,
and then, in all probability, it will be
gent to Champion Bay and Carnarvonm.
I may say that it is proposed to dredge a
channel 600 feet wide at Albany. At
present the deepening operations have
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only extended to a width of 300 feet, and
to do the other 300 feet will take about
four months longer. After that the
dredge will be free, and will be then em-
ployed wherever it is most urgently re-
quired; and T imagine Carnarvon and
Greraldton will command her first service,
My formal anewer to the question is:
When the work the dredge is now em-
ployed upon at Albany is finished, which
will be about the end of this year, it will,
in all probability, be sent to perform
dredging at Champion Bay and Carnar-
von; but nothing definite has yet been
settled.

" CHATTELS FORECLOSURE BILL.

THIRD READING.
This Bill was read a third time, and
passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Council, at 440 o’clock p.m., ad-
journed until Monday, 11th September,
at 8 o'clock p.m.

Fegrslatibe Assembly,
Thursday, 7ih September, 1893,

Proceedings connected with Mogisterinl Benchat Perth
—Bills assented to—Proposed Abolition of the Abo-
rigines Protection Board—Prevention of Prize
Fights under guise of Boxing Contests—Chattela
Forecloaure Bill received from Legislative Council—
Proposals.of Mr, J. 8. Reid aa to leasing 1,000 acres
of Land at Greenbushes Tinfleld— Federal Conncil :
Incrensed representation—Eensington Lane Closure
Bill: third reading—Enginae Sparks Fire Prevention
Bill: committee's report—Grand Jury Abolitfon
Act Amendment Bill: Consideration of L. tive
Couneil’'s amendments—Wines, Beer, snd Spirit
Sale Act Amendmeont Bill: further considered in
committes: third reading—Adjournment.

Taz SPEAKER took the chair at 430
pm.

Pravers.

PROCEEDINGS CONNECTED WITH
MAGISTERIAL BENCH AT
PERTH.

Mr. TRAYLEN, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier,~—1., What occa-
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sion there was for Mr. W. A. Stone, J.P,,
to leave his office work lately for the
purpose of sitting on the bench when
the Police Magistrate was present? z.
Whether Mr. Stone attended the Court on
Saturday week last at the request of Mr.
E. L. Courthope, J.P.? 3. Whether the
Police Magistrate left the bench on that
day because he considered the dismissal
of & charge of larceny against Maloney
was a miscarriage of justice P

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied, as follows :—1. Mr. W. A, Stone,
J.P., informs me in reply,—* His natural
desire fo learn the duties of a magistrate
on the bench.” 2. Yes. 3. The Police
Magistrate informs me that he “left the
bench feeling there had been a miscarriage
of justice.”

ASSENT TO BILLS.
The following Message was received
from His Excellency t.h:g Governor :—
“The Governor has the honour to in-
form the Legislative Assembly that he
hes this day assented, in Her Majesty’s
name, to the undermentioned Bills :—
“An Aet to provide for the payment of
Customs Duty on Certain Lwve Stock
tmported into the Colony.”
“An Aot to consolidate and amend the
Law relating to Posts and Telegraphs,
and Telephones.”

"« Government House, Perth, 5th Sept-
ember, 1893.”

THE ABORIGINES PROTECTION BOARD :
MOTION FOR ITS ABOLITION.

Mz. SIMPSON: Sir,—Ibn rvising to
move the motion standing in my name,
with reference to the abolition of the
Aborigines Protection Board, 1 have not
the faintest intention of dealing with the
personnel of that Board. I am informed
—though T have no exact information—
that it is.-composed of gentlemen long
resident in the colony and widely expen-
enced in its development, and men of the
highest integrity. I do not kmow their
names, and I do not seek to inquire, be-
cause, as I said, I am not dealing with
the personnel of the Board. The objection
I take to the existence of such a Board
in this colony, under the present.form of
Government, is entirely a constitutional
objection. The personnel of the Board
has nothing whatever to do with this

-
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aspect of the question. The main objec-
tions that I have to the existence of such
a Board, I may say, have been very dis-
tinctly pointed out in the correspondence
which members have before them, and
%a.rt.icula.ﬂy in the letters of the Hon. the
remier addressed to the Governor. But
there are incidents in this correspondence
to which I think attention should be drawn
in considering this question. In the 4th
paragraph of the despatch of the 27th
May, 1892, addressed by the Administra-
tor to the Secretary of State, and pub-
lished among the printed records of this
House, it is stated that “ By the 70th
“ seation of the Constitution Act, 1889, a
“gum of £5,000 is annually appropriated
“‘for the welfare of the aboriginal
natives,’ to be expended in their interest
“in certain ways, which are defined in
“the same section. This annual sum is
“issued to the Board by the Treasurer
“on warrant under the hands of the
‘“Governor, and may be expended by the
“Board *at their discretion, under the
“gole control of the Governor’” We
gather from this that this Board, which °
has the control of the expenditure of
this large sum of money, is distinctly
and emphatically an irresponsible Board.
Our present form of Government is that
which is popularly known as a system of
adminigtration which goes by the name
of Responsible Government. I think
that, perhaps, a more exact term for it
would be to describe it as Representative
Government. Yet here we have to face
the fact that, as an excrescence upon the
Constitution of this colony, we have a
Board appointed by a gentleman named
Saunders, in Downing Street. I had
occasion to look through the appointment
of the Board the other day, and I think
this gentleman is chief clerk at the
Colonial Office at Downing Street. So that
we have 2 number of gentlemen, respon-
gible to no one, appointed by a person
pamed Saunders, in Downing Street, en-
trusted with the administration and
expenditure of £5,000 per annum, con-
tributed by the taxpayers of this colony.
I think such a principle is utterly alien
to any principle existing in any other part
of Australia 1n connection with Represen.
tative Government. There is one par-
ticular phrase in this despatch of the 27th
May, to which T would particularty draw
attention, and which to my mind—I
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say it with the greatest deference to the
source from which it emanated—was en-
tively gratuitous and uncalled for. Irefer
to the paragraph where the writer states
that this is kmown as the “native ques-
tion.” I eay from a somewhat intimate
kmowledge of the colony that there is no
such a thing in Western Australia as the
“ native question,” and there never has
been. The statement was purely con-
jectural, and in no way in accord with a
reasonable statement of the position of
affairs with regard to this Aborigines
Board. In the fourteenth paragraph of
the same despatch, we bave the following
statement, made by the Administrator of
the colony at the time: “I have not
*“ the elightest hesitation in expressing my
“ own opinion that your lordship might,
“with perfect security, commit the in-
“terests of the aboriginal population
“to the safe keeping of the present
* Ministry and the Commissioner of
“ Police, who I am satisfied would do all
“that lay in their power to protect
“them against oppression, and to al-
* leviate their sufferings when in want.
“But s change of Government may
“ensue, and your lordship can have no
* gecurity that a treatment of the native
“ question which commends itself to one
“ Government will be acceptable to ita
*“ guccessor.”” I think when State des-
patches develop into wanderings into the
realms of fancy they assume very dan-
gerous features; and, so far as I have had
an opportunity of becoming acquainted
with such communications, I think that
it s almost unparalleled that such a
conjecture should be put forth in a des-
patch from an Australian Governor to the
authorities in London. So much with
regard to that particular aspect of the
question. In paragraph 18 of the same
despatch we are again told that the
“ native question” must exist in this
colony for many years t¢ come. I say it
never has existed. T speak as a colonist
of some five years, and one born in Aus-
tralia, and who is acquainted with its
traditions, and who has watched the
development of the question of the con-
trol and protection of the aboriginal races
in Australasia,—I say the * native ques-
tion,” as it is commonly understood, has
never existed here. There have heen
individual instances, exceptional instances,
of harsh treatment and hardship ; but I
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maintain that it is heyond question that
the general ireatment of the aboriginal
races of Australasia since this great coun-
try was handed over to those who now
control its destinies has been humane
and considerate. With regard to the
question on this side of Australia, I have
moved about this colony a good deal, and
Y am connected with no old settlers, with
no old associations, with no old bicker.
ings, and I have no hesitation in assert-
ing that I have formed only one opinion
on the subject of the treatment of the
native race In this colony, and thatis that
considering the circumstances and the
swroundings of the question the natives
in this colony have invariably been treat-
ed with the humanity that always charac-
terises the British race in dealing with the
races they have subjugated. Therefore I
say that the words I have quoted from
the 18th paragraph of this despatch—
that the * native question* must exist in
this colony for many a year to come
-—suggest an invidious reproach wupon
the community, and I may say cast
a sinister reflection upon the colony.
Sir, T look around this House, which
I believe was truly described by the
Premier last night as a2 House represent-
ing men of all conditions and all interests,
and all the hopesand the future of Western
Anstralia,—1I look around me, and I ask
the members of this hononrable House to-
day, have we any “native question” in
this colony ? [SEveRaL MEmMpers: No.]
The very expression, as used in that
despatch, distinctly suggests the existence
of a deep-rooted antipathy between the
native race and the people of the colony.
I appeal to the members of this House, is
there any such antipathy existing between
the dominant and the native races of this
colony ? T unhesitatingly say no! And
for it to have been suggested in a despatch
from a gentleman holding the highest
position which we have the honour to
confer was, to say the least, unwise, and
I think unfair towards the people of the
colony. But let us go a Lttle further,
and look at the aspect of this question
from a constitutional point of view. This
Aborigines Board, as I have said, is an
irresponsible body, appointed by an irre-
gpongible clerk in Downing Street. I say
that, under our present form of (Fovern-
ment, the five ocecupants of the Treasury
benches are the proper Aborigines Pro-
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tection Board of the colony. These are
the men who are responsible to this
House and to the country for the expen-
diture of our public funds and the admin-
istration of our public affairs; and I
say that it is an insult to our constituents,
the people of the colony, that we, their
reﬁresenta.ti\res in this House, should be
called upon fo vote £5,000 a year to a
Board, the members of which are neither
a‘ll)pointed by us nor responsible to us in
the slightest degree. I donot kmow them,
and I do not want to know, them for the
gurposes of this motion, but X say thatno

ve men—I do not care if they were
angels down from heaven—should be
allowed, under the present Constitution,
to u the functions of the Ministry
chosen by the people of the colony to
administer the affairs of the colony, and
who alone are responsible to the people of
the colony. These, the men we entrust
with the honoured privilege of administer-
ing the affairs of the country, and of gov-
erning the race we belong to, are not to be
trusted to deal fairly with the natives of
the country. To say so of any Adminis.
tration where representative mstitutions
prevail is to put a blot and to cast a
stipma on the clean shield of Australian
development. There is another point in
connection with this aborigines vote. This
House should assert its undoubted right
to control the expenditure of every shilling
drawn from the pockets of the people of
the colony. I am told that these five old
gentlemen who constitute this Board meet
somewhere occasionally and do something.
I do not know whether they do meet or
whether they do anything, but I know
this: there was recently published in the
columns of the public Press a statement
of their accounts, and if we may judge of
the practical use of the Board from small
things—like a. straw floating on the stream
or 5 feather in the wind—I should say
that this Board is about the last body in
the colony who ought to be entrusted
with the expenditure of public funds, for,
according to that statement published in
the newspapers, the members of this
precious Board cannot even add up their
accounts properly. [Anxw Hon. MeMRER:
That's the secretary’s fault.] Then I say
the Board is wrong in having such a
secretary. I am not dealing with indi-
viduals but with a principle. I am in-
formed, on what I am compelled to believe

Motion for its Abolition.

is sound and thoroughly trustworthy
authority, that the allocation of the
funds entrusted to this Board has been
unfair and invidious, has not been char-
acterised by that spirit of equity which is
supposed to characterise the distribution
of public funds derived from the general
revenue of the colony, and administered
by the responsible Ministers selected by
this House to administer the affairs of
the country. But we have to look at this
magtter in another light. We are told by
a gentleman who graces this colony with
his accumulated experience, and who is
practically the gentleman who is respon.
sible to Downing Street for the adminis-
tration of the affairs of this Board, we
are told by this gentleman, speaking of
the Premier of the colony—and our
Premier has fought, I will not say a lone
hand in this matter, for I believe the
whole Ministry are with him in this mat.
ter, but if ever the Premier of a colony
fought bravely, in the spirit of “ I will keep
the bridge this day,” it has been the Pre-
mierof this colony in fighting for the aboli-
tion of this Board, for this correspondence
shows he has never budged an inch,
and never flinched from the position he
has taken up—I say we are told in
one of the Governor's despatches, with
reference to our Premier: *I have repeat.
“edly snid to him, both orally and in
“writing, that if he can put forward any
“valid constitutional objection to the
“existence of the Board, and can bring
“about its abolition on constitutional
“grounds, his arguments would be en-
“titled to respect”” Entitled to respect!
I ask hon. members, are we going to
allow the head of our Ministry to be
talked to in that way? Are we going
to allow the Premier of the colony, in this
free country, under Representative Gov-
ernment, to be spoken of in that derog-
atory strain ? What is this Board to us
that we should entrust it with the ex.
penditure of £5,000 a year out of the
public funde? The men who oughtto be
entrusted with that expenditure are the
five Ministers who represent the people
of Western Australia on the Treasury
benches. It is they who gather the
revenue of the colony, it is they who
draw the taxes from the pockets of the
people; and, if they are guilty of any
malfeasance in connection with the ad-
ministration of these funds, we know and
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they kmow the result. Their public
characters, their political reputations, are
for ever damned. We are told that the
arguments of the Premier of the colony
will be entitled to respect, only if he puts
forward certain arguments. I submit
that the mere fact of u responsible Min-
ister of the colony making any statement
with reference to this question not only
entitles it to respect, but compels respect;
it is absolutely due to him. I am told
there are foes paid to the members of this
Board, and T am informed that there is a
large salary paid by the Board to some
.man, to travel about the colony, to see
whether we, the Parliament, and the
Government, and the people of this col.
ony are treating the aboriginal race fairly.
The very thing, on the face of it, is an
insult to the Ministry, an insult to Par-
liament, and an insult to the people of
the country. We are assured in some of
these despatches that the British Parlia.
ment would not have granted us Repre-
gentative Grovernment except on condition
that we should not have a voice in nomin-
ating the men who were to take care of
the aboriginal race. Well, sir, I look
around this House and I see men here as
independent as you are likely to find in
any part of the world, and as henourable;
and T ask them would they have taken
Responsible Government on such humili-
ating terms ¥ I say no. Our answer to
those who offered them would be: “ We
are homane, we are considerate, we are
ingpired by all the instinets of the race
we have sprung from, and you may trust
us to treat the natives fairly, as you trost
us to treat men of our own race fairly.”
Sir, I do not want to labour this question.
Members have had an opportunity of
reading the whole of the correspondence,
as well as I have, and I feel there is no
necessity for me to urge this motion
upon them. If I have spoken with some
degree of warmth, I beg to be excused;
I plead to be excused for this reason, that
we in this House and those whom we
represent would sooner suffer material
damage than have an unmerited stigma
cast upon our honour and our humanity.
Sir, T beg to move, “That in view of the
humane and considerate treatment of the
aborigines by the people of the colony,
it is desirable, in the opinion of thisg
House, to abolish the Aborigines Protec-
tion Board as at present constituted.”
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Motion for ite Abolition. 691

Me. MONGER: Sir,-—As a West Aus-
tralian I feel that no subject has ever
heen brought before the attention of
members which has afforded me greater
pleasure in according my support to it
than this motion introduced ’Ey the hon.
member for Geraldton. It will, no doubt,
be a source of great gratification to the
people of Western Australia to know that
there afe at all events some who represent
them who are prepared to stand up in
this House and resent what can only be
construed into one of the greatest slurs
which any country had ever cast upon it
upon being allowed to govern itseg.f. I
gay, as a West Australian, that we are
entitled to the consideration asked for in
this motion of the hon. member for
Geraldton, and to have that slur re-
moved. I feel sure it will receive the
unanimeus and cordial support of every
member of this House. After the very
able speech of the Hon. the Premier
when introducing his Budget Speech of
lagt session, when he made some very
pungent remarks with reference to this
Board, T for one felt certain that no
gentleman in Western Australia would
continue to hold or to accept a seat on a
Board which was spoken of in such
scathing terme as the Premier of the
colony spoke of this Aborigines Board on
that occasion. I do not think that men
who accept such a position as that, for
the sake of the small remuneration they
receive for their serviees, are gentle.
men who have the good name of the
colony at heart. The Premier, in his re-
marks on that occasion, distinetly stated
that this Board was a slur upon the fair
fame of the country, and that he was sur-
prised that any man could be found who
would accept a seat upon such a Board,
so constituted. How these gentlemen
could retain their offices after such re.
marks, is more than T can understand,
and also retain their self-respect. They
take care that they receive remuner-
ation for their services, but what have
they ever done in the interests of the
country ? As far as I can judge from a
perusal of the balance sheet submitted by
the Board for the year ending Slst
December last, the bulk of expenditure, or
a large portion of it, has gone in salaries,
and fees for themselves. The members
of this House are prepared to come here
for many months in the year to look after
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the affairs of the country without any re-
muneration; yet these gentlemen who
constitute this Board, and who we are
told are appointed by some official in
Downing Street, require to be remu-
nerated from the public funds of this
colony for looking after the affairs of the
natives of the colony. Really they seem
to me to cccupy one of the most humble
positions that any body of public men
could possibly occupy; and how any man
can value the paltry services he renders
upon such a Board as this is beyond my
comprehension. I can only say that no
person having the good name of the colony
at heart would condescend to occupy such
a position. But, sir, who are these gen.
tlemen who hold this position ¥ No doubt
they are very worthy gentlemen, but what
experience have they had with the abori-
ginal natives of Western Australia?
Since the formation of the Board there
has only been oue gentleman associated
with it who ever had any experience
amongst the natives of this colony, and
he very sensibly thought fit to tender his
resignation. Since then, this £5,000
which this House annually votes for the
Board has been left in the handa of gen-
tlemen who have no experience whatever
in connection with the aborigines in whose
behalf this sum of money is set apart.
Not only that, they are in no way respon.
sible to Parliament or to the country for
the expenditure of these funds, which at
the end of last year amounted to the large
sum of £7,300. Thanks to the courtesy
of the Governor, the acecounts of the
Board have been placed before members;
had it not been for that courtesy, we who
vote the money would not have been able
to form any opinion as to the way it was
expended by this irresponsible Board. I
can only repeat that I consider the
existence of such 2 Board a disgrace to
the country, and one which I hope every
member of this House will unite in trying
to stamp out. Sir, I have much pleasure
in seconding the motion.

Me. QUINLAN: 8ir, I rise, with a
sense of duty to the country, to support
the motion, and to express my intense

disgust at the treatment which the people

of this colony have buen subjected to, in
throsting this Board upon them as part
and parcel of their Constitution Act,
No language can be too strong to con.
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bave fulfilled the duties which they have
taken upon themselves, when there were
many others who were ready and willing
to discharge them without fear or favour
and without partiality, and -certainly
without any fee or reward. Who are
those who constitute the Board? Gen-
tlemen who pretend —I use the word
advisedly—who pretend to do justice to
all who concern themselves in amelior-
ating the condition of the aboriginal
natives; but I am in a position to show
that they have acted in a very partial
manner towards these public bodies; and
they have put money into their own
pockets for fees which they ought to be
ashamed to acknowledge. I think any-
one who has read the correspondence
about this Board Letween the Premier
and the Governor and the Secretary of
State must have done so with some degree
of disgust, and will heartily join the
mover of this motion in blotting it out of
existence. I am glad that some other
member than myself has moved in this
direction. I have been almost tempted
to do it myself during the last two or
three sesstons, but for reasons which T
think it advisable to withhold, I re-
frained from doing so, hoping that some
other member would table a motion to
this effect. I am sure that the hon.
member for Geraldton has been prompted
by a sense of duiy and a feeling of
charity in bringing forward this motion.
I never on any occasion felt more in
accord, or more in sympathy, with the
Hon. the Premier than when I read the
correspondence on this subject that is
before us. This colony has in the past,
and I am sure will in the future, acknow-
ledge with pride—with pride, T say—
the position and the stand which the
leader of the Grovernment has taken upon
this question. He bas done his duty man-
fully, both to his fellowmen, the people of
the colony, and also to the natives them-
gelves. If this Board is to be re-con-
stituted, and not abolished altogether, I
agree very much in some of the suggestions
made by Mr. Nicolay—u gentleman who
took the place of one member who re.
signed, because he felt that the position
was one which he could not continue to
hold with any feeling of self-respect, and
being disgusted with the actions of the
Board in dealing with the natives. 1

demn the manner in which the Board | agree with Mr. Nicolay to this extent, that
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the work of watching over the interests
of the natives could be much Dbetter per-
formed by the police, at a very small re-
muneration, instead of payiog £500 a year
to a gentleman who kmows nothing about
the habits of the natives, to travel about
from one settler's station to another to try
and gain some information from the na-
tives as to their requirements. I venture
to say this gentleman is not able even to
converse with the natives himself; or, if
he is, I am afraid that the large salary
which he draws from this Board would
prevent him from fulfilling the duties re-
quired of him, and give information to
those who vote the money. I observe in
the balance-sheet of the Board that has
been presented to us that various sums of
money have been distributed by the Board
to certain institutions that are connected
with the natives, and I think the sums
granted to these various institutions help
to show that this Board doesnot act with
that impartiality which we have a right
to expect from such a body. For instance,
for one institution where there are 34
natives, a grant of £500 was made
last year; while for another, where
there are several hundreds of natives,
the grant was only £550; and for an.
other, where there are over 100 natives,
the grant was only £100, or less than £1
per head. Let any hon. member pat his
hand on his heart and tell me if that is
justice. I am disgusted to think that we
have such men in the community wheo will
carry their prejudices to this extent,
while at the same time putting fees into
their own pockets. It would be out of
place to mention the name of one gentle-
man who resigned his seat on this pre-
cious Board—a gentleman who was well
acquainted with the natives, but who
resigned, disgusted with the aundacious
manner in which the Board was treating
them. If I had bad the framing of this
motion, I should have moved for the abo-
lition of the Board in consequence of the
inhuman treatment of the natives by the
Board itself. I think I have good reason
to say that, when, from a return laid on
the table of this House last session, at
the instance of the hon. member for Al-
bany, showing certain items under the
head of * Incidental Expenses,” I gather
such items as these: Medical attendance
to sick natives (refused by the Aborig-
ines Board), £2 2s.; rations to natives
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(refused by the Aborigines Board), £3
19s. 11d.; and rations to natives at Mt.
Dockrell, £37 11s. It is bad enough to
have to provide this Board with money
out of public funds, but it is worse still
when we have to meet such charges as I
have just quoted; although this Board
bhas plenty of funds at ite disposal, it
actually refuses to help sick natives, but
takes precious good care to pocket the
fees of its own members. I gather from
the correspondence on the table that the
Government some time ago had under
consideration the question of handing
over the Rottnest Native Prison to this
Board, but I am glad to learn now that
they have withdrawn from that proposal,
and, in doing so, they have strengthened
their position. It is a sodrce of the
greatest gratification to me, and I am
gsure to all of us, the firm stand which
the Premier tokes throughout this cor-
respondence. I think not only this House
but the whole colony will endorse these
words of the Premier, in his letter to the
Governor, of the 11th May last: * While
the Government would be very pleased if
it could see its way to withdraw from the
position it has had to take up in regard to
this matter, it is quite impossible to do
so in the interest of this colony and of
the aborigines.” It appears from this
same letter that, up to that date, this
Board had received some £12,000 out
of public funds, and had never rendered
the shightest account of the expenditure
to the Government, nor informed the
Government of what they had done for
the matives. As pointed out by the
Premier, the distribution of blankets and
rations to the natives has to be done
through the agency of the police and
other officers of the Government, the
Board being quite helpless. This fact
alone shows the utter absurdity of con-
tinuing the Board. I am sure that every
member on reading this correspondence
must, like I was, have been filled
with indignation and disgust when they
found how this Board was acting in
defiance of the Government of the
country that provided it with funds,
which enabled the members of it to
pocket their own fees, though, as I
have shown, neglecting sick natives,
and dealing with native institutions in
the most barefaced and unjust manner,
I notice in one part of the correspondence
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that the Governor has power to remove
the members of the Board. Why he does
not do so, knowing that such is the wish
of the people of the colony, from the
Ministry downwards, I am at a loss to
understand. I say it with all due respect,
but it certainly seems strange to me, if
the Governor has the power to remove
the members of this Board from office,
that His Excellency does not exercise that
power. I venture to say that no aect ever
done by any Governor would meet with
more general approval from the people of
this colony. I regret to see that the tone
of this correspondence in dealing with
. the Premier's remarks is, I may say,
most insulting, grossly insulting. Those
remarks were based on a sound founda-
tion, and they expressed the sentiments
of the whole community, except perhaps
the members of the Board themselves. I
trust that every member in this House
will support this motion, to a man, and
that this obnoxious Board will be wiped
out and be no longer a reproach to the
country we live in,

Me. CLARKSON: 1 do not think
there is a single member of the House
who will support the existence of this
Board. If I am notvery much mistaken,
this matter has been spoken of in this
House before. TFor my part I always
understood that this Board was one of
those things that we must accept whether
we like it or not, that it is u part and
parcel of our Constitution. With regard
to the actions of the Board, I really do
not know what they do; I don't think
anybody does. To-day, for the first time,
I have heard that they put large fees into
their own pockets. So far as conferring
any advantages upon the natives is con-
cerned, I should say it is rather the other
way. .I lmow this, that the natives
impose very largely upon those who dis-
tribute blankets and rations to them.
Some of them manage to get three or
four blankets, by imposition, and after-
wards part with them for a little colonial
wine or a drop of spirits. They draw all
their rations, and live upon them, instead
of doing a day’s work. The natives are
perfectly useless when they can get hold
of Grovernment rations; they look upon
them now as part of their rights. I do
not think there is a single member of this
House who would attempt to support
the existence of this Board, on any ground
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whatever, as at present constituted ; it is
a reproach, a standing reproach, upon the
people of the colony. It looks as if they
were not fit to be trusted with the control
and management of the natives. I believe
the natives in this colony have been very
humanely treated ; they have been treated
generally with kindness, and there is no
real cause for complaint against the
settlers so far as their treatment of the
blacks goes. This Board, as I have said,
is a reproach upon us as a community,
and I shall be most happy to see this
reproach wiped out, and the good name
of the colony vindicated.

Mzx. A. FORREST: I should like to
say a few words in support of this motion.
T think the time has arrived when this
Aborigines Board should be wiped out.
I think it would not be hard to show
conclusively that the gentlemen who are
entrusted with the expenditure of this
£5,000 a year are not gentlemen that the
colony would select to control the expendi-
ture of such a large sum of money. Ido
not question their good intentions, but
they know little or nothing about the
natives., They are very respectable old
gentlemen, no doubt, one of them, I be-
lieve, being over seventy years of age.
They have never resided in the country,
where the natives are, but lived in Perth,
and I know that some of them have very
peculiar notions about the native ques-
tion. T have myself heard one of these
gentlemen say that he would hang a white
man if he interfered with a native. I do
not think gentlemen of thai kind, with
such a strong prejudice, should have the
administration of native affairs; and Ido
not think it is right that the members of
this body, or committee,—directors I call
them—should put money into their own
pockets. I fall to see that they are in
any way fit and proper persons to bave
the control of the aboriginal natives. I
understood that this Board, when its
establishment was agreed to in this
House, was not only to protect the
natives but also to do justicerto the
whites who employ them. But it has
turned out to be quite a different thing.
Their object seems to be to annoy
the settlers. They employ a gentle-
man in the Northern part of the colony
at a large salary, £500 a year, to travel
about from station to station, to find cut
what he can about the natives. I venture
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to say we could get as good and a better
man for half that money. .£500 a year
seems a very large salary to pay such a
man, when there are police, and stipendiary
magistrates, and resident medical officers,
all paid by the Government, and who
have to do the work themselves, as this
Board have not the knowledge nor the
means to do it. I see that the members
of the Board received £155 for attend.
ance fees last year. I do not know how
often they meet,—once a month I believe.
Then they have a. very old gentleman, a
veteran colonel or something of that kind,
as secretary at a salary of £150 a year.
I ask this House whether it is right that
the money of the people of this colony
should be spent in that way? I say no,
certainly nof, . and that the time has
arrived when this vote of £5,000 for the
Aborigines Board should be taken off the
Estimates of this colony. Why was it
put there at all? Who put it there ? Tt
was 1ot pub there by this House, but by
tleman who was then Governor of
the colony, and it was objected to most
strongly by nearly every member. It
wag put on by a Governor of the colony
when we were a Crown colony, who
wished to make ecapital out of it when he
went to England, by being able to point
out to people at home, *See how I have
looked after and protected the interests of
the natives.”” 'When this Board was forced
* upon us, it was said at the time that it
would be one of the first things we should
wipe out when we got our new Constitu-
tion; and I believe it is the unanimous
wish not only of this House but of the
whole colony that this Board should die a
natural death, or, if it won't do that, that
we should put an end to it. We have no
control whatever over this vote, and we
get no information as to how it is spent.
Even the natives themselves object to this
Board. I know that my old friend King
Dower, who is the head of the native
population in this part of the colony,
says he objects strongly to this Board;
he says they are not competent to look
after the natives, and that he would much
rather be under the old form of Govern-
ment, when he could go and see the head
of the Government and get proper treat:
ment. The Government, through their
own officers, are in a much better position
than this Board to distribute blankets
and rations for the natives.

(7 8epr., 1893.]
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Tre Premigr (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) :
We have to do it now,

Me. A. FORREST : While the mem-
bers of this Board put fees into their own
pockets, and pay an officer £500 a year
for doing nothing at all.

Mz. COOKWORTHY : I shall have
great pleasure in supporting this motion,
and, i doing so, I wish to follow the
example of the hon. memhber who brought
it forward, and not deal with personalities.
Like him, I really do not know who the
members of the Board are, but I under-
gtand they are some inoffensive old gen-
tlemen who are appointed to their position
by someone in Downing Street, and who
no doubt do the best they can, though
that best must be a very bad one, asit
seems they can do nothing themselves
but have to fall back upon the Govern-
ment officers to do the work which they
profess to do, and which they pay them.
selves for doing. But.l object to this
Board on another ground,—that it is a
slur upon the colony, a slur upon both
Houses of Parliament, and a slur upon
the Ministry elected to administer the
public affairs of the colony. The motion
certainly has my hearty support.

Me. SOLOMON: I rise merely fo
state that I am entirely in accord with
the proposition before the House, I
always felt when this Board was insti-
tuted that it was an insult not alone to
the colony but alse to the Constitution
which was about to be ushered in, I
never could understand why the people of
the colony, who had always treated the
natives well, should not be entrusted
with the control of the natives. I fail to
understand how the members of this
Board, knowing as they do how public
opinion resents their existence as a Board,
continne to retain their position, when
they must be aware that they are looked
upon as a reproach to the colony, and
resented by the people of the colony and
the Government of the colony. I notice
from the correspondence before us that
the Premier, in one of his letters to the
Governor, asks him to inform the
Secretary of State what His Excellency’s
own views were on this point—* What
“reason is there why the control and
“ care of the aborigines are not en-
“ trusted to the people of this colony #”
What those views were we have not
before us, but I venture to say they
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would be very much in accord with
the views of the Premier himself In
another paragraph of the same letter the
Premier says: “ While the Government
“would be very pleased if it could see its
“way to withdraw from the position ithas
*“had to takeup in regard to this matter,
“it is quite impossible to do so in the in-
“ terests of this colony and of- the aborigi-
“nes.” T think those words covera great
deal, and I believe they will be endorsed
by the whole colony. That the time has
arrived for the abolition of this Board is
a guestion upon which there cannot be
a moment’s doubt. I think that were the
whole colony canvassed you would not
find one individual, apart from the mem-
bers of the Board themselves, whe would
uphold the constitution of this Aborigi-
nes Board. With these few remarks, I
most cordially support the motion before
the House.

Mgr. TRAYLEN: I do not propose
to keep the House many moments beyond
saying that some four years ago I pre-
dicted that there would be a fecling of
irritation in the country against the exist-
ence of this Board, and, as far as I could,
I urged that if possible no such arrange-
ment should be made in the Constitution
Bill which was then being formulated.
I 2o not intend to withdraw from the
position I took up then—that the respon-
gible Ministry of the day would be able to
manage the affairs of the aborigines as
well as the other affairs of the colony. I
have pleasure in supporting the motion.

Mz H, W.SHOLL: Ido not intend to
say much, but I must say a few words
with reference to the remarks that fell
from the hon. member for West Kim-
berley, as to the gentleman employed by
the Aborigines Board at the North doing
no good. I kmow this gentleman and I
know what he is doing, and I can say
that he is doing a Iot of good. T know
one station that indueced this Board to
give them five tons of flour to supply to
the natives, and when this gentleman re-
ferred to by the hon. member for West
Kimberley was travelling about, he found
out that the natives for whom this settler
wanted the flour were all natives that
were under an agreement to him, and the
Board's travelling agent recommended the
Board not to grant relief to any natives
asgigned to settlers as servants; and con-
sequently that second shipment of flour
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was stopped. This officer, although he is
paid a good salary, has to find himself,
and find a horse, and to travel about a
great deal all ¢ver an enormous extent of
country. As to the hon. member for
West Perth saying that this gentleman
knows mnothing about natfives, I say he
Jmows more about the natives than the
hon. member for West Perth by a long
way.

Me. Quinzan: That wouldn't be a
great deal.

Tue PREMIER (Hou. Sir J. Forrest):
I do not think the House will expect from
me very many words in regard .to this
matter, becanse all I have to say up to
the present will be found in the corre.
spondence before members. L think that
the position taken up by the hon. member
for (teraldton in dealing with the subject
is the best and wisest course to adept,
and that is to deal with the matter upon
main prineiples, and not as regards the
pergonnel or constitution of the Board
itgelf. So far as the actions of the
Board are concerned, I think they have
pursued a course of what may be called
magterly inactivity. They do not do
anything except distributing relief to the
natives about Perth, and supply the -
funds for distributing relief to the natives
that are elsewhere. I do not know but
that they are acting perhaps wigely in
restricting their action as they do in this
way, because if they were to inferfere
with native matters in other parts of the
colony they would certainly do more harm
than good. As I have pointed out in this
correspondence, they really have not the
means or the machinery for doing it.
That is just the position. In my letter
to the Governor of the 11th May last, I
stated the whole case almost in a very
few words. Referring to the Secretary
of State’s opinion as to the Board, I
said: “I can assure His Lordship that
“the reliance he seems to place in the
“ahility and energy of a Board meeting
“twice a month in Perth, with one
“paid secretary and one paid inspector
“to look after the interests of the abo-
“rigines scattered along 3,000 miles of
“goast line, and extending hundreds of
* miles into the interior, is quite misplaced.
* They have not the knowledge or means to
““do it. It would require a large, well-
“grranged, and expensive organisation to
“do the work; and the only competent
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“ grganisation to do it in this colony is the
“ Government, with its magistrates, medi-
¢ cal officers, and police stationed in every
“ district.”” My objections, eir, to the exist-
ence of this Board I can sum up in very
few words. First of all, I think it is a
reproach and a slur upon the good name
of the colony, and the Government of the
colony, that they could not be trusted
with the control of the aboriginal natives
of the colony in the same way as they are
entrusted with the care and control of the
white population. Secondly, I consider
that the Board is unnecessary, absolutely
unnecessary; and it is only by those who
are totally unacquainted with the people
of the colony and the circumstances of
the colony that it can be argued—I do not
think that even they could axgue—that this
Board is at all necessary. In the corre-
spondence which members have before
them 1t will be seen that I invited the Gov-
ernor to inform Lord Ripon of his views
—the Governor's own views—on three
points; but, in his wisdom, the Governor
chose to evade the points referred to.. Isay
in his wisdom, because I know very well
that the replies he would have to give to
those three questions would have put his
case, and the case of the Secretary of State,
out of court. I asked His Excellency to
express an opinion on these three points:
firstly, is the Board necessary in order to
protect and care for the aborigines of this
colony?" I know he would have been
bound to angwer “No"” to that question.
Secondly : Would the aborigines suffer in
any way if the Board was abolished? I
know very well he must also have answered
*“ No ” to that question. Thirdly, I asked,
What reason is there why the control aad
care of the aborigines are not entrusted
to the people of this colony? I know
- that would be a very difficult question to
answer, and certainly it could not be
answered in a satisfactory way. These
three questions, if answered at all, would
have put the case of the Secretary
of State, of the Governer, and of the
Board completely out of court. But His
Excellency did not choose to answer them,
but, in his wisdom, evaded them. The next
objection I have to the existence of this
Board ts that it is thoroughly unconstitu-
tional that there should be a Board in the
colony, supposed to have the care and
control of the aborigines of the country,
and independent of the Government of
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the colony. It is altogether contrary to
the spirit of our Constitution. The Secre-
tary of State, in his despatch of the 3rd
February, virtually admits that, for he
says: “ I regard the provisions of Section
« 70 of the West Australian Constitution
“ Act, 1890"—the section under which
this Board was created—“as of a tem-
“ porary character, and I look forward to
“the period when it will be possible to
“repeal them” There can be no doubt
that the provisions of that section are of
a very exceptional character, unprece-
dented I may say, —utterly unknown
in Australia, certainly. In no other
colony of Australin was the care of
the aborigines taken away from the
control of the local Government, and I
think it is entirely unconstitutional, and
a state of things that cannot exist under
our present Constitution. My other
great reason why this Board should
not exist is its imability to carry out
the work entrusted to it. It is alto-
gether unable to do the work. I do not
care who the men are—ihey may be
the best men in the colony and the most
active; but they bave not the means, and
the power, and the machinery to carry
out their duty. What is the case at the
present time ? The Government have fo
do all the work, and find the Board in
funds as well. As I said in my letter of
the 11th May: I assert that the Board
‘““has no power to protect the aborigines,
“for it has no special means of gaining
“information in regard to what is going
‘“on, and it has no executive. power to
“enforce its views or wishes. It has
“merely a power to dispense charity in
“ cases that are brought under its nofice.
“This dispensing of food is generally
“done by the Government for the Board,
“and the Government acts as agent for -
“the Board, and pays the Board for
“ doing what could be better done with-
“out its intervention.” That is the whole
cage., That has never been demnied. No
one can deny it. . I think, too, sir, that
the funds of the colony, which are raised
under the laws of the colony, should be
expended under the supervision of Parlia-
ment. I say it is unconstitutional that
£5,000 a year—and it will be more soon
—of the public funds of the colony
should be expended without any super-
vision or control whatever being exercised
over the expenditure by the Parliament
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of the country. I was under the im-
pression, from one of the despatches
of the Secretary of State, that he said he
thought that the Government should be
furnished with full details of the mode in
which the Board spent its money, and
that their accounts should be audited in
the usual manner. Members will see
that I said in one of my letters to the
Governor: “I am glad that Lord Ripon
“is of opinion that funds supplied by
*“this colony should be duly accounted for
“and audited in the wusual manner.”
That was taken up at once. Audited in
the usual manner? No! That was not
what was meant at all. The matter was
contested, and referred to the Attorney
General; and a remark I made in my
minute to the Attorney General, that
“this unnecessary Board seems deter-
“mined to hold on to everything that is
“ possible, so as to make themselves more
“ unpopular than ever "—these words were
strongly objected to. But I think whatI
stated 18 a fact. If the accounts of the
Board were to be audited in the usual
manner, we should at any rate have the
Auditor General's report, and could see
whether the money had been expended
legally or not. But, no; this irrespon-
sible Board—irresponsible to the Govern.-
ment, irresponsible to Parliament—is to
have the uncontrolled expenditure of the
people’s money. I think if anyone takes
the trouble to read this correspondence,
- they must come to the conclusion that
the Government here approached the
matter in a conciliatory spirit, and that
all the letters that I addressed to the
Governor were written in that spirit,
and with a desire that the Governor,
without undue pressure, should agree to
what I considered was a most reason-
able request. But up to the present
we have not been met in any way
in the spirit in which I think we
should have been met. The correspond-
ence, I think, at last, became somewhat
curt, so far as the Secretary of State was
concerned. I cannot term it otherwise.
It certainly altogether evades the main
question at issue. I cannot say that I
like the way the Government have been
treated in this correspondence. I must
admit that, and I do so with all due
respect. I do not think we have been
treated in the way we should have been
treated. My opinion is that this Board
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should not exist, and that it should be
abolished. I make no remark whatever
disparagingly of the members of the
Board, 1 %e].ieve they are all influential
men in the community, and men of high
character, and no doubt desirous of doing
the best they can. But they have not
the means, they have not the power, to
carry out their duty. And I will say
this: T am surprised that they continue
to occupy the position they do. T am
really surprised that there could be found
in the colony men of high position willing
to accept a seat on this Board, which I
think casts a disgrace and 2 slur upon
the good name of the colony. I have
very much pleasure in supporting the
hon. member’s motion.

Motion—put and passed.

Ordered—That the foregoing resolution
be transmitted to the Legslative Couneil,
and their concurrence desired therein.

PREVENTION OF PRIZE FIGHTS.

Mz. TRAYLEN : I have a good deal
of pleasure in rising to move the motion
standing in my name, to the effect “ That
this House is of the opinion that the
Government should take efficient steps to
prevent the demoralising prize fightswhich
are conducted in Perth and elsewhere,
under the name of ‘boxing contests.”” I
am sure that the members of this House
must be aware that there is a strong feel-
ing of disapprobation existing against
such brutal exhibitions as these. I do
not know that I need labour the question
as to the pmﬁriety of a boxing contest
properly so-called—that is to say the art
or science of boxing. But these exhibi-
tions are nothing of the kind, and 1 only
intend to take up the time of the
House for a very few moments while
I read five or six extracts from the news-
paper report of an eye-witness to show
what really takes place at these so-called
exhibitions, and to satisfy members that
they bear no relation whatever to a box-
ing contest properly so called. (Extracts
read.) Without attempting to labour
the question, I submit that this descrip-
tion 18 in no way the description of a box-
ing contest, but a true description of a
real prize fight, and the law on this ques-
tion is that if the parties so engage in a
fight until one gives in from exhaus-
tion, from any injury received, such a
fight is unlawful, whether the combatants
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fight with gloves or not. That is the
law, as dec:ded in the Court of Criminal
Appeal in England. And, further, to
support my position, I would point out
that if, as sometimes happens, man-
slaughter takes place, then all who are
present are guilty. But, perhaps, it is a
little more to my point to say that there
isnow a man in Perth who can scarcely
fail to be thrown upon the charity of the
Government, because he has been so in-
jured at ome of these so-called boxing
contests ; in other words, he is the victim
of injuries received during a prize fight.
I hope that the humane feeling of this
House will prompt members to support
this resolution, and that it may elicit such
an emphati¢ condemnation of these con-
tests as to induce the Government to take
effective steps to suppress such demoral-
ising exhibitions. I beg to move the
motion standing in my name.

Me. QUINLAN: In seconding this
motion, I will only say that I am not in
accord or in sympathy with these sort of
things, which I think are degrading, and
I am sure the hon member's intention in
bringing the matter before the House is
a good one.

e. MONGER : I really expected some
such a resolution as this to emanate from
the hon. member who has thought fit to
introduce the subject. But, as one who
no doubt has paid more visils than the
hon. member has to witness these boxi
contests since they have bheen smﬁ
in Perth, I may, perhaps, to a certain
extent, be privileged to reply to the re-
marks of the hon. member. I may tell
him, for his information, that these kind
of contests are not peculiar to Western
Australia; and, if he is thoroughly sin-
cere in bringing forward such a motion,
he might just as well have coupled with
it the idea of prohibiting the practice of
football and cricket. To my mind, there
is no more harm to he derived from
taking part in one of these boxmg con-
tests than there is in taking part in
the innocent game of football The
hon. member gave us some extracts
from the report of an eye-witness of
one of these boxing contests that took
place a couple of months ago. Really,
the deseription, as supplied to the hon.
member, is a very meagre one. If he
had gone to that well-known paper,

the Sporfeman, and read an account of the |
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real boxing contests that take place in
America or in England, the hon. member
would have had a far more vivid and
more detailed description to have offered
us then that very meagre one given by
this eye-witness of this particular fight.
I am indeed surprised that a matter such
as this should be brought under the no-
tice of the members of this House, and I
trust they will treat the resolution in the
way it deserves. Here we are, a young
colony, with our young men growing

to take their part in the hard strugg [P
necessary to the successful deve]opment.
of the country; and, surely, it is our wish
to see them 50 trained in the art of seli-
defence as to be able to take proper care
of themselves. We do not wish to see
the youth of Western Australia who go
to other parta of the world being unable
to protect themselves; nor do we wish to
see the Legislature of the colony attempt-
ing to bring in legislation which we know
can pever possibly be put in force, I
give the hon. member who brought this
forward every credit for good intentions,
and T know he is really sincere and be-
lieves that he iz doing a right and proper
thing. It is simply his ignorance of the
matter which he has brought forward
that has induced him to take the step
that he has. I am certain if the hon.
member would only once go and witness
one of these boxing contests he would come
away with a very different opinion about
them from what he has at present. They
are not mere exhibitions of brute force or
brute strength, but scientific exhibitions
of boxing ; and I think we would be do-
ing an injustice to the youth of the
country if we were to attempt in any way
to prevent them from faking an interest
in such splendid athletic exercises. I in-
tend to oppose the motion.

Me. A. FORREST: I intend to sup-
port the motion. T think the titne has
arrived when these boxing matches or
prize fights should be put a stop to. My
attention has been called to them as
Mayor of the city, and I intend to take
legal opinion to see if we cannot put an
end to such exhibitions in public. I have
never seen one myself, and I hope T never
will; and I am sure if the hon. member
for Greenough were to take the advice of
my hon. friend the member for York, and
go to witness oune of these fights, it would
be the first and the last time. I hope



700 Prevention of Prize Fights. [ASSEMBLY.)

the motion will be carried, and that the
House will set its face against these box-
ing exhibitions.

Mr. CLARESON: I think the hon.
member for the Greenough takes this
matter rather too seriously. I have had,
I won’t say the pleasure, but the oppor-
tanity of being present, and not long ago,
at one of these contests in Perth, and it
struck me that the whole thing was a
farce. It bore no resemblance whatever
to a fight; in fact, it was such a sorry
cxhibition of boxing that I decided in my
own mind I would never go tu another.
T am not prepared to say that I approve
of such contests, but, I thinlk, if there is
any fault to find with them, the faunlt is
with the gloves used not being up to what
they ought to be.

Mg. MOLLOY : I think the hon. mem-
ber who brought forward this motion
must be ignorant of the subject he spoke
about, or he would never have addressed
the House in the language he did. I
kunow that the art of self-defence or box-
ing is included in the course of instruc-
tion which recruits in joining the British
Army have to go through, and it is done
in order to improve their physique, and
to develop their powers of endurance. If
we are going to stop boxing contests we
may as well stop walking contests, or
rouning contests, or the game of foothall
or cricket, or other tests of physical en-
durance. Although there is much to be
said against actual prize fights, still it
must be remembered that a boxing con-
test, pure and simple, is a very different
thing, and I think the most fastidious
can have no objection to these contests,
s0 long as they are simply exhibitions of
science, and skill, and endurance. So lo
as the constituted authorities contro
these contests, and see that proper gloves
are used, so that no bodily harm can be
done to the contestants, 1 think that ig
all we need trouble ourselves about. In
the boxing eontest alluded to by the hon.
member for Greenough, from the report
of an eye-witness, I know that five
minutes after the contest was over the
man who was beaten was no worse than
he was at the beginning of the contest. T
know him intimately, and had occasion
to see him five minutes afterwards, and,
although it was true he had dropped on
the stage in a state of exhaustion, he was

able to walk away from the hall, and was
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at his work next day. There is really no
more danger about these boxing contests
than there is about football, if as much,
and we may as we}fl Ena.kga'iﬁ tllegal to eni-E

in a e of football as in one o
f]?eg:e conte%??lwhich the hon. member for
Greenough is so anxious to suppress. A
Prize fight, of course, is a different thing;
1t often ends in one or the other of the
contestants being injured for life, and
generally carries serious cousequences
with it, and it is quite right that the law
should be put in motion when such fights
take place.

Me. DEHAMEL: I am very glad in-
deed that the hon. member for the
Greenough has brought this matter before
the House. I wonder that the Govern-
ment themselves have not taken this
matter up before. It was only reasonable
and right that they should have done so,
and I say I am surprised they did notdo so.
With all the other grandmotherly legisla-
tion that they have flooded this House
and the country with this session, they
might surely, as a natural sequence, have
taken up this matter. They legislate
against bogus clubs, they legislate against
sweeps and consultations, and they legis-
late against betting and against gambling
of any kind. Yet they have not raised a
finger against these brutal exhibitions of
prize fighting. I believe there is more
betting and gambling at these boxing
contests than there is In connection with
all the sweeps in Western Australia. I
think, as the present Government are de-
termined to make us so moral, they ought
to have taken some steps to put an end to
these boxing exhibitions. But I think
that the persons who really ought to be
prosecuted for encouraging these con-
tests are those who own and let the halls
in which these exhibitions are allowed to
take place. I have no doubt that if the
Government instructed the Attorney Gen-
eral to proceed against the proprietors of
these halls, or to draw up a Bill necessary
for effecting that purpose, the hon. and
learned gentleman would draw one of so
drastic a character that anyone having
any interest whatever in any hall where
such contests were allowed would render
himself liable to some term of imprison-
ment, at the very least. T really do hope
that steps will he taken to put a stop to
what I call most degrading and debasing
exhibitions.
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Mze. THROSSELL: I feel compelled
to support this motion; at the same time
I would like to say that I should be re-
luctant to do anything that would tend to
discourage manly sport. I would like tosee
every boy in the colony trained to be able to
take his own part. But, from what I am
told outside as to what occurs at these so-
called boxing contests, it becomes a very
different matter ; they simply degenerate
into debasing exhibitions of brute force;
and if the Government can do anything to
put a stop to them, I think they would be
acting right in doing s0. When we hear

of men being knocked senseless after one -

or two rounds at these contests, simply

for the sake of a sum of money, I think -

the continuance of such exhibitions, and
the spirit they encourage, cannot do our
young men any good. )
Mg. COOKWORTHY : 1 am rather
surpriced that any member should sup-
port such a motion as this. Really, if
the Government are to be called upon to
put down bhoxing, they should also be
called upon to put down football, which,
in my opinion, is far more dangerous
sport. I do not see how anyone can be
injured in & boxing contest, with proper
gloves. It is said that these contests
cause a lot of betting. Does not football
canse betting? Does not cricket and
every other contested game, in these days,
cause betting? There seemns to be a
great difference of opinion as to the real
character of these boxing contests. Some
hon. members who have seen them depict
them as very degrading ; others say they
are simply scientific exhibitions of skill
and endurance. I think the best thing
the hon. member for Greenough can dois to
move for a select committee of the House

to go and witness the next exhibition of

boxing, and then one might have a prac-
tical demonstration as to whether such
contests are really scientific exhibitions,
or the degrading and debasing exhibitions
they have been represented to be.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: I intend to sup-
port this motion,——

Mr. MoN6ER:" What!

Mz. R. F. SHOLL: The hon. member
for York seems surprised. I intend to
support it because I believe these contests
have a demoralising effect upon the ris-
ing generation. It has been said that
they are necessary in order to develop
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think they go a great deal further than
that. When it is advertised that So-and-
So is backed for £50 to knock out So-
and-Bo, in 50 many rounds, I think we
may take it that these boxing contests go
a little further than exhibitions of physical
endurance, and that, call them what you
will, they degenerate into prize fights. I
can understand two men, in the heat of
temper, or in a guarrel, having a few
rounds, but I cannot understand how any
two men can, in cool blood, go and attack
one another in such a savage way as to
render one of them senseless. I am sure
that such exhibitions must have a demor-
alising effect upon the rising generation.
I remember, after the last prize fight,
passing a school in Perth, and the boys
were full of it Although I agree that
it is well to teach youngsters how to
defend themselves, that is no reason
why they should make a profession of
it, or look upon it as something manly
to be able to fight. Tt is nonsense
to compare boxing to football or to
walking races, which are real tests of
physical endurance. If you want to test
the physical endurance of the rising
generation, let them go into the football
field ; there is no necessity for them to
punch one another, and make brutes of
themselves. I hope the Government will
take this matter up, and that we shall
have inserted in the new Municipal Bill
provision giving the Mayor and the
Council power to suppress these contests.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) :
It seems to me that the question we have
to consider is,—are these boxing exhibi-
tions illegal # If they are, I suppose the
authorities can deal with them ; and any-
one can inforin against any demoralizing
exhibition. I do not know that this
House wounld wish to put down bhoxing
contests altogether, whether they are con.
ducted properly or not. I think if these
contests are conducted under proper
Tules, with proper gloves, no great harm
can be done to either party. Of course
if they degenerate into prize fights, I
would join with the hon. member and
everyone in putting them down; but
if they are only exhibitions of skill,
with the gloves, then I helieve they
can do no great harm or injury to those
who take part in them. I Qo not
Imow whether the hon. member intends

powers of physical endurance; but I | to put down all boxing c¢ontests, whether
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they are conducted properly or not; if he
does, I think he is going a little bit too
far, If, on the other hand, his idea is to
put down what are called prize fights, in
which one or the other of the contestants
is likely to be seriously injured, and
which are simply demoralising exhibitions
of brute force, I think every right-think-
ing man would commend him and sup-
port him. But the question is, it seems
to me, is this: is the law, at present,
sufficient to deal with these contests ? If
it is, this resolution is merely an expres-
gion of opinion that the Government
ghould put the law in motion. The
police are the guardians of law and order,
and they sre supposed to put the law in
motion now when the law 18 broken ; and
I believe it is generally done, when any-
one lays an information. On the other
band, unless these exhibitions are con-
trary to law, this resolution, of itself, will
not enable the Government to prevent
these contests from taking place. We
cannot interfere with people unless they
are acting unlawfully. I take it that
anything in the nature of a prize fight is
unlawful, at the present time, if it is
fought in a public place, and I have no
doubt the law is strong enough to put s
stop to that. But I do not think it is
strong enough to put a stop to these
glove contests, and, if that is so, this
resolution would have no effeet, because
there would be no law to carry it out,
unless we po further, and introduce legis-
lation dealing with these glove contests.
Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion) : Allusion
wag made by one hon. member that he
could understand two men in the heat of
temper attacking each other and having
a few rounds, But I would point out—
and it seems somewhat of an anomaly—
that if that should happen in the street
or public thoroughfare, those two men,
acting under the influence of passion,
would be liable at once to be locked up,
and punished next morning. It has often
appeared to me strenge that while these
boxing contests may take place, with
impunity, between two men in cool blood,
in a public room, duly advertised, and a
price charged for admission; yet if two
men, in the heat of temper, give each
other a blow or two in the street, they
are liable to a heavy punishment. Though
I am afraid that these boxing contests
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sometimes become rather Lrutalising in
their effect, and demoralising in their
influence upon the rising generation, yet,
50 long as they are carried on within
proper limits, and with proper gloves, 1
think no great amount of mischief is
done. But I certainly think they are
degenerating into something that may
become hurtful and demoralising; and,
that being the case—though I do not go
so far ags to say that the Government
should introduce epecial legislation to
deal with them—1J think the hon. member
for Greenough has done what he conceives
to be his duty in the matter, and the
Government are fully alive to the neces-
sity of carrying out the law as they find
it

Mg. CANNING: I would merely re-
mind members that in England fencing
schools exist, and fencing contests are
permitted, but duelling is illegal ; and if
anything approaching duelling were to
take place during a fencing contest, the
consequences would be something very
serious to the parties concerned. In the
same way, as the law positively forbids
prize-fighting, it seems to me that if the
police were instructed to attend at these
boxing contests, and to take proceedings
againat the parties immediately the con-
test developed into a prize fight or any-
thing approaching it, by laying an infor-
mation against all concerned, the law
would very soon make itself a power felt,
and prevent these conteste degenerating
into exhibitions of brutality. I believe if
the law were vigorously administered it is
sufficiently powerful to put down anything
of the kind such as described by the hon.
member for Greenough. At the same
time I think the hon. member has done

-perfectly right in bringing the matter be-

fore the House, if it should have the effect
of directing the attention of the authori-
ties to any abuse of the privilege conceded
to the public to indulge in exhibitions
that are not of a brutal character.

Mr. TRAYLEN: I am very pleased
indeed with the expressions that have
fallen from members this afternoon with
reference to this subject. All I need say
now is that I hope no one will think T am
indifferent to the value of athletic exer-
cises, properly so called. Whatever course
of training and discipline that will make
us athletes is worthy of being encouraged.
Forbid that I should despise anything
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approaching thecultivation of athleticism!
I amn not attempting for ome moment to
do that. I am very well satisfied with the
many expressions of accord that have
fallen from the members in the course of
this discussion; and I think that what
has been said on the other side has been
of the very lamest.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest):
I think the hon. member might now
withdraw his motion. I will call the
attention of the Colonial Secretary, who
has charge of the Police Department, to
the maftter. ]

Mg. TRAYLEN: Under the circum.
stances, I am quite willing, if the House
will permit me, to withdraw my resolu-
tion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

CHATTELS FORECLOSURE BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Council, and read a first time,

At 20 minutes past six o’clock, p.m.,
Mr, SpeakeR left the Chair.

At half-past seven o’clock, p.m., the
House resumed.

PROPOSALS OF MR. J. 8. REID FOR
LEASING LAND AT GREENBUSHES
TINFIELD.

Tne COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion), in ac-
cordance with notice, moved, *“ That the
“ Government be empowered to enter into
“an agreement with Mr. J. 8. Reid upon
“ the basis of his proposals with reference
“{o the leasing of 1,000 acres of land at
“ Greenbushes tinfield.” He said : The
printed paper which I have placed on. the
table, for the information of hon. mem-
bers, contains about as full information
as it is possible for me to give on the sub-
ject. I have taken some trouble to arrive
at a conclusion that would be satisfactory
to me before recommending the Govern-
ment to consider this offer by Mr. Reid,
and before asking the Government to
suggest to hon. members that the pro-
posal should be agreed to by this House.
It will be observed that Mr. Reid’s first
proposal, which is contained in a letter
dated 14th August, 1893, addressed to
myself, is that he should be allowed to
lease 1,000 acres of land in the Green-
bushes tinfield, as per plan which is now
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on the table of this House, for a period
of 21 years, upon certain terms and con-
ditions stated in the letter. Having looked
into the pros and cons, I wrote a memo-
randum to the Premier, suggesting that
the proposal was well worthy the favour-
able consideration of the Goverment, and
one which, with certain modifications,
might be placed before Parliament with
a view to the Government being em-
powered to accept it. It will be seen,
from the correspondence, that the first
condition is that there is no departure
from the statutory rent as laid down in
the Act and Regulations, namely, 5s. per
acre per annum, the rental to commence
from January 1st, 1894. In condition
No. 2, he suggests that he or those
associated with him will undertake to
expend, within two years, “u sum of
“not less than £20,000, such expenditure
“to include cost and erection of machin.
“ery on main and subsidiary pipe-lines,
“ races, sluices, tanks and dams, tram-
“ways, and all works which may be
“ deemed necessary by me for proving and
“ working such lease.” Also, in the fur-
ther conditions, that such expenditure
shall commence prior to July lat, 1894;
and that if the rent be not paid hefore
the 1st July, 1894, the concession shall
be forfeited. Then, with regard to the
labour conditions, it is shown in the letter
that, though Mr. Reid considers the
labour conditions are wisely inserted in
theordinary mineral leases, yet he says -—
“I have the honour to point out that my
“scheme imvolves an expenditure of ex-
*“traordinary magnitude, never provided
“ for or contemplated in such leazes; and
* that the essential conditions of expendi-
“ture involved in the terms of the cou-
“cesgion for which I am now applying
“ should be allowed by you to take the
“place of such labour conditions, in
““order to make the concession of any
“valne to me.” Mr. Reid added that
this would be absclutely necessary in
order to make the concession of any
value to him. He further suggested
that “the heavy expenditure involved
‘“ and guaranteed is in itself a surety that
“a large amount of labour will be em-
‘“ployed, but the process and methods
“will not necessitate the distribution of
‘ that labour in the manner contemplated
“ by the Regulations.” After considering
the proposal thus made, I suggested to
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the Premier certain alterations, which
were not all of an important character,
but were to the effect that in paragraph 2
of the letter, which proposes that £20,000
should be expended in order to supply
water to the area which he proposed
to lease, the water should be supplied,
not only for the purposes of those taking
the lease, but also for all those persons
who at present hold licenses or leases
within that area, and with whose rights
it was not intended by Mr. Reid to inter-
fere. The second letter from Mr. Reid,
dated the 30th Awugust, states that he
agreed to add a condition to paragraph
2, in the following words:—** The owner
“of any existing claim within my lease
“ gn the Greenbushes tinfield, at the date
‘" of this letter, shall have the privilege of
“being supplied with water on their
“ground, provided that it be treated in a
“gimilar manner to that according to
“which my lease will be worked, at rates
“to be agreed upon by the parties and the
*“Government.” The parties referred to
are those having claims or rights within
the boundaries of the area applied for;
thus meeting the suggestion I had made.
I may explain that Mr. Reid and those
associated with him have alternative
views a8 to the method by which they
may expend the money and may treat the
area which they desire to lease ; one being
that they may carry the water to the tin-
field area by a system of pipes, and by
raising the water from the Blackwood
river to a certain altitude, distribute it
over their area from a certain high and
fized point, in such a manner as to wash
the earth containing the tin, on the spot;
the other alternative method being to
make a line of tramway from the tinfield
area to the river, and the earth to be there
washed for separating the tin, Assuming
either course to be carried into effect, the
rights of those holding leases within the
ares would be respected; that is to say,
assuming the water is brought to the tin-
field, those persons having leases or righta
at present will be able to utilise the water,
at rates of charge fo be fizred by arrange-
ment between the parties and with the
approval of the Government; or, as an
alternative, assuming it is necessary to
carry the soil from the tinfield to the
river, along the proposed tramway, there
will be a definite arrangement for carry-
ing the soil which is to be treated on be-
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half of those who now have rights within
the area of the lease. In paragraph 38,
it was suggested in the first instance, by
Mr. Reid, that the expenditure should
commence before July 1st, 1894; but
upon that I suggested that it should com-
mence from January lst, 1394, and he
agreed to meet the Government half-way
by suggesting that the date should be
March 1st, and this seemed to me a fair
arrangement.  Paragraphs 4 and 3§,
referring to the rent, are allowed to
stand. With regard to paragraph 6,
a difficulty arose as to carrying out the
labour conditions as required in the Act
and the Regulations, namely, that one
man to every five acres should be placed
on the leased area. As to this I cannot
express it more clearly than by reading
from my memorandum to the Premier what
I said upon paragraph 6, as follows:—
“ This is one of the greatest difficulties in
“ the way of bringing this proposal under
“the Mineral Lands Act, and dealing
“ with it in the ordinary course, Assum-
‘“ing that it was possible to grant 1,000
‘““acres in omne lease, which it is not, 40
“ acres being the maximum quantity, and
“ @ven supposing that the proponent ap-
« plied for 25 leases, each of 40 acres, and
“ that these leases were afterwards amal.
“ gamated as provided by the Act, still the
“ labour conditions, if enforced, would
“ necessitate 200 men being at all times
* employed upon the lease or lenses. Tt
* ig true that power is given to the Regis-
“ trar to reduce the quantity of labour if
“ machinery is employed, but not until
“ such machinery is on the land, and then
it is at the discretion of the Registrar.
“ Now, I think no capitalist would ex-
‘ pend £20,000, if he had either to place
« 200 men constantly at work, or allow
* himself to be at the mercy of the Regis-
“ trar, a Minister, or even of the Govern-
“ment. ButI considerthat if the matter

- i3 arranged by agreement, as suggested

“ by me, a2 minimum number of men, say
“ at least fifty, should be constantly em-
“ ployed during the period of the lease,
“ and no relaxation'of this provision to be
* allowed without sanction of the Minister
“ or Governor-in-Council.” It will be seen
that Mr. Reid agreed to accept this con-
dition, for in his letter of August 30th
he said :—“ In condition 6, I consent to
“ the employment upon my lease of a
* minimum of 50 men, upon or in con-
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* nection with the works after the said
“ works are completed.”” Hon. members,
who are possib{)y acquainted with the
Mineral Lands Act and Regulations, will
be aware that the Registrar has power to
diminish the number of men to be em-
ployed on any leased area, in proportion
to the extent of the machinery which may
be utilised upon such lease; but it seemed
to Mr. Retd—and in that I am in accord
with him—that in expending so large a
sum of money as he proposed to do, it
would be far better that this agreement
should be arranged upon lines perfectly
understood by both the parties, rather
than that he should be at the mercy of the
Registrar, or of the Minister, or of the
Government for the time being, so that
both parties should be able {o understand
what duties and what work had to be
performed, and so that the Government
should know exactly what were the condi-
tions of the contract which each side
had to carry out. Another suggestion
had been made in a conversation I
had with Mr. Reid, and which is alluded
to in his letter of the 30th August,
namely, the necessity of a substantial
amount of money to be deposited as a
guarantee of bona fides. It will be seen
that Mr. Reid agreed to this, in his second
letter, in these words:—*“ I further agree
and consent to the deposit by me with the
Government of & Bank deposit receipt for
the sum of £1,000, in proof of bona fides,
the said amount to be forfeited should a
sum of £10,000 not be expended upon
the works, and to be returned to me when
it is demonstrated to the satisfaction of
the Government that the said amount has
been expended.” I think that in this
last particular Mr. Reid has behaved very
fairly, and the Government have no right
to complain of the amount which he sug-
gests should be deposited, or the con-
ditions attaching to it. With reference
to the scheme itself, if hon. members
have read this correspondence they will
have noticed that I sought to obtain the
opinion of those persons who were most
likely to be aware of what might be the
good or ill effects of the acceptance by
the Grovernment of this proposal; and
hon. members will have noticed that the
evidence in favour of the acceptance of the
proposal far and away counterbalances
anything that has been or can be said
against it. So far as I am aware, there
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has been nothing said against it. What
I have stated in the minute which I wrote
to the Premier contains in itself evidence
which will have been read by hon. mem-
bers. I may read some of the inain points
now, In the minute I said:—“I am
much impressed with the importance of
this proposed scheme, and I think that,
if carried succesgfully into effect, it will
revolutionise matters at (rreenbushes.”
I may here tell the House that the fact is
that things have been going very slowly
at Greenbushes for a considerable time
past. The efforts made by those who
have been spending their money and en-
deavouring to develop the field hawe
been attended with only a moderate
degree of snccess, and it is unecessary
that something should be done to de-
velop the tin-mining industry in a satis-
factory manner; and the only way in
which that can be done is by the intro-
duction of machinery of the best possible
character, and by instituting a system of
water supply, or of conveying the soil to
the water. In the minute I went on to
say :—* If it is successful in its operation,
and money is made by the promoters, it
will prove a good advertisement for the
tin-mining industry of this colony, and
add largely to our export of that valuable
mineral.” Now, T may say this will be
difficult to controvert. 1t may be said
we are going to lease a very large area of
what may be very rich country; but if
Mr. Reid and those associated with him
are successful in carrying out this under-
taking, they will be taking only a small
proportion of the tin-bearing country,
and their success will be one of the best
advertisements for the colony, and par-
ticularly for the tin-mining industry.
The export of tin also will be largely
increased, because it must be acknow-
ledged that, with a field such as is known
to exist at Grecnbushes, and which is
languishing for the proper means of de-
velopment, and for a water supply which
can be provided only by means of a large
expenditure of money, such as Mr. Reid
and his associates are prepared to carry
out, the tin-mining industry ought to be-
come a'very important one in this colony.
The minute goes on to say:—*“If the
promoters are unsuceessful, and money is
lost in the effort to develop the Green-
bushes field, then the promoters only will
be the losers, and the question of the sue-
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cess or otherwise of tin-mining at Green-
bushes will be definitely settled.” Here
I may ask, is it better to expend a large
sum for testing the working of the Green-
bushes tinfield by Government expendi-
ture, or allowing private enterprise to do
it in what seems to be a liberal spirit?
I have no doubt that the wisest course
is to allow private enterprise to do
that which it would not be wise or
discreet for the Government to attempt
at the present time. The minute
further says: “ The rights and pri-
“vyileges of the claim.holders upon the
“arez to be leased will be preserved, so
*“that they will suffer no injury; and, if
* they retain their claims, the lessees will
“then have to supply them with water
“under the agreement.” HereIdraw at-
tention to the fact that, in reference to
the persons holding rights or clajms with-
in the area of this proposed lease, their
rights are preserved as far as is possible,
and they will be put in a much better
position if this proposal is agreed to, be-
cause they have great difficulties to con-
tend with now, as during a large portion
of the year they can only dig out the
material and stack it, and have to wait
until the winter rains enable them to
wash it, while there may be a scarcity of
water throughout & whole year. Under
these conditions the industry is in a
languishing condition, and often men are
compelled to leave the district because
unable to deal with the wash when they
are ready. The minute says: *The rent
* alone proposed to be paid, viz., £250 per
“ annum, i8, I believe, nearly as much as
"* the total direct revenue received from the
‘“whole of the Greenbushes tinfields, the
* amount being only about £300.”" Here
I may remark that I took the opportunity
of inquiring, and found that, instead of
being £300 a year, the total amount re-
ceived during the last year was £208 16s.

from the Greenbushes tinfield; so thet .

the rent to be derived, under this proposal,
will be larger than the amount received
from the whole field during the last
twelve months. The minute says:—
* The area asked for, though large, is only
*a small portion of the tin-bearing coun-
“try, and even assuming that it con-
“tains some of the richest tin.bearing
*“land, it is now comparatively idle and
“likely to remain.so unless a water sup-
* ply is provided; and it is hardly likely
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‘“that capitalists would offer to expend
* £20,000 unless upoen lands likely to be
“ {)roductive of profit upon the large out-
“lay made and risk incurred by them.”
Well, I may say it is hardly likely that
men, even if “rolling in wealth,” will
come here simply from motives of friend.
liness to expend their wealth in develop-
ing our tinfield, unless they expect the
outlay to be productive of profit to them-
selves; and it would be one of the worst
things that could happen to the country
if an outlay of £20,000 was made, and
proved not to be profitable, whereas, on
the contrary, it would be better for the
colony if the outlay returned a ten-fold
profit to them. The minute further says:
“The only other chance of this portion of
* Gkreenbushes area being made workable
“upen any large scale is by the Govern-
“ment undertaking to provide a water
“gupply. The scheme recommended by
“ Mr. Brazier is estimated to cost £25,000,
“and this does not provide for the distri-
“bution of the water. TUnder existing
“ conditions, I counld not recommend a
“work of so expensive a character being
“ undertaken, and suggest that private
* enterprise now offering to show us what
“ can be done be allowed to perform this
“work, and that the proponents have a
““liberal concession allowed them for do-
“ing it.” TUpon this I may say I have
already alluded to this opinion. It was
my intention to have laid on the fable
a plan showing Mr. Brazier's scheme, as
explained in his report, which is a lengthy
and valuable one. He estimates the cost
to be £25,000 for bringing the water to a
fized point on the tinfield, but this does
not provide for the distribution from that
fized point. I say that if we can induce
these gentlemen to undertake this large
expenditure, in proving to us the possi-
bility either of conveying the water to the
Greenbushes tinfield or conveying the
stuff to certain points on the Blackwood
River for treatment there, and so test-
ing whether the working of the industry
can be carried on profitably or other-
wige, it will be a t point gained
for us, and I do not tﬂ&i hon. meg;lll?ers
will disagree with that opinion. I have
laid on the table a plan showing the area
applied for; also an expression of opinion
from the Government Geologist, who was
asked certain questions by me with refer-
ence to the probable effect of this scheme
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being carried cut. The first question I
asked bim was: (1) * Your opinion as to
“the probable effect of the successful
“carrying out of the scheme upon the
“ Greenbushes Tinfield 7 Hisreply was:
(1) “If properly worked, it would per-
“manently employ a large number of
* men, encourage other companies to start,
“and as the lode in all probability passes
“ through this area, i would be thorough-
“ly tested.” I asked him: (2) “ Your
“ opinion as to the richness or otherwise
“ of the area applied for. Whether you
“ believe lode runs through or into it, and
“indicate upon plan your idea of course
“of lode?"” He replied: (2) “I believe
“the area applied for embraces some of
*the richest portions of the field, and
“that, the lode crosses it on the hine in.
‘*“dicated on the map.” Then it will be
seen that I also sent a telegram to the
Registrar at Greenbushes, putting certain
queries. I asked him, firstly: “The total
“number of miners now engaged in min-
“ing operations upon Greenbushes ?” He
replied : *“ One hundred and forty-seven
“men.” I asked, secondly: ‘“ Average
“ number that have been so engaged dur-
“ing the year ending 30th June last?”
He replied: “About one hundred and
“ten.” I asked, thirdly: *“ Total mining
“revenue collected from the field during
“the above year?" He replied: *“Two
‘ hundred and eight pounds sixteen shil-
“lings.” I asked, fourthly: “Do you
* expect any material increase of develop-
** ment at Greenbushes, unless means are
*taken to obviate water difficulty; if so,
“why?” He replied: “No; unless by
“fresh finds outside present area, which
‘“‘are probable.” I asked, fifthly: * What
“do you consider is the total area of tin-
“ bearing country P"' He replied : “ Tin-
“ bearing country may be said to extend
“all over Mineral Area, but surface in-
“dications are very slight, so that it is
“hard to define until tin is actually found.
* It certainly exists over much larger ex-
“tent of country than is now worked,
‘*“and has been found beyond Bridge-
“town.” Among other questions I asked
him, eighthly: “ What would be the ef.
“fect of a perfect water scheme being
 provided for the field #*’ He replied:
“ A perfect water scheme would develop
“field, by enabling washing to be done
“by all claims at all times of year; also
“Dby enabling poorer stuff to be washed
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*“than will pay at present.” Now these
may be thought to be trifling matters,
but I Lknow that hon. members do mnof
always read the defails of reporis and
correspondence placed before them, and
possibly a little reiteration on my part
may not have an ill effect in bringing
to their attention what may appear to
be these somewhat minor peints. With
vegard to my expression of opinion that
this would be for the benefit of the
Greenbushes area and the tin-mining
interest, and for the Denefit of the
colony as a whole, I may say that all
the evidence I have been able to obtain
leads me to believe I am correct in the
expression of that opinion. Mr. Noel
Brazier, the surveyor who had been em-
ployed to ascertain the practicability of
supplying water to the Greenbushes area,
gives hig reasons in a report, to which I
will now refer. This was my memor-
andum to him :—* Referring to my inter-
“view with you to-day as to water supply
“to Greenbushes, and certain proposals
“ made to the Government with regard to
“developing a portion of the field by
“means of a large outlay, as you have
“been all over the Greenbushes Tinfield
*and have interested yourself in consider-
“ing and recommending a scheme, and
* preparing plans of same for supplying
“water to these fields, T would like an
“egxpression of your opinion upon the
“proposals of Mr. J. 8. Reid, which
“please find in letter herewith.” His
reply was an excellent one, and I will
read portions which bear materially on
the questions I had put to him. He
says :—“The field, in all justice, will
“pever be developed to the extent it
“ ghould be, and is worthy of, until eapit-
“ alists are allowed to take up large leases,
“My reasons for this are—that the
“ development of the field depends -upon
“a water supply; a water supply can
“only be assured by the expenditure of
“a large amount of money; this money
“can only be obtained from either the
“Government or capitalists, and capit-
“ alists will not spend money unless they
“have a large area granted them in re.
“turn and which will warrant the primary
“expenditure. Small holders cannot
*afford to spend much money in conserv-
“ing water, inasmuch as they cannot
“work enough ground to pay for the ex-
“ penditure, and consequently work in-a
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“ glow way, and are ever likely to, unless
“water is supplied.- Even if water is
“supplied by the Government, these
“ gmall holders will want leases of large
“areas, s0 that they may confine their
“ operations in one (1} place and work
“everything in a face. This I gleaned
“from conversation with miners, who are
“at present opposed to the granting of
“leases. It was invariably admitted that
“ with an adequate water supply, it would
“be necessary to alter the present regn-
“lations and grant leases. The effect of
“granting the lease in question would
“probably be that the small holders
“ within 1t would rise up against it, with-
“out first reasoning the question out.
“The granting of the lease could not
“affect them so far as the taking
“out of their dirt is concerned, because
“their operations would be confined
“within their own areas; but the ques-
“tion of washing must be considered.”
I may remark, here, that Mr. Brazier
had an opportunity of exchanging ideas
with the population at the Gireenbushes
field, while he was there preparing the
scheme of water supply; and, having
their opinions in view, he goes on to say
in his report :—* I consider the gquestions
“that are of most importance are:—(1.)
“ What will be the effect on small holders
“in the lease; and (2) what will be the
“ effect to the field and colony generally P
*1st.—The small holders would say that
“ the granting of a large area as a lease
“would debar them from prospecting for
“and working the rich patches, and talk.
“ing up new claims when their present
“ones were worked out, and would be
“giving the large holder the monopoly.
*This would be quite right if the ground
“ were allowed to remain idle, but if the
“lease be granted on the condition that a
“ certain amount of money be spent on it
“in a stated time, and at the rate of so
“much per annum, and the rights of the
* pregent small holdings be not interfered
“ with, it would indeed be selfish to pre-
“vent a Inrge amount of money from
“being expended because these men
“ wanted new holdings when their pre.
“sent ones were worked out. 2nd.—I
“ gonsider the effect on the field, after the
“first petty jealousies had died away,
“would be electrical. In order to suc-
‘“cessfully carry oumt this work a large
“ pumber of men would be needed, prob-
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“ably more than are on the field at pre-
“ gent, and not taking into consideration
““those on the lease itself. Water would
“have to be provided for working the
“ground, and it would be probably sup-
“plied to those miners who are now want-
“1ing it at a cheaper rate than it could be
“gupplied by the Government, Trade
“would immediately become brisk, and a
““ healthy reaction set in, and be the canse
“of advertising the mineral wealth of
“the colony, and show that not only
“gold and coal were obtainable in large
“quantities, but that tin also played a
“large part in the general advancement
*“ of this vast rich territory.” I need not
read any more of this excellent report by
Mr. Brazier. All T can say is that, in
my opinion, and in that of the Govern-
ment, the proposal of Mr. Reid—with
some modifications which hon. members
may sugpest, and which the Government
will be glad to consider and adopt, if
they can do so in the interest of the coun-
try—is one that can do no harm if agreed
to by the House, even if it be unsuccess-
ful in its operation; and if it be successful,
it will be one of the best advertisements
the country can have, for I believe it will
have the effect of not only inducing capital
to be expended by these people, but will
cause others to follow their example, and
thus attract capital and enterprise for
working our tinfield at Greenbushes.
There may be details which are not men-
tioned in this proposal, but this House
may fairly trust the Government to see
that the interests of this colony are safe-
guarded in any agreement that may be
entered into. It may be necessary to
pass an Act of Parliament, during this
session, for giving effect to the proposal.
I feel convinced that the majority of hon.
memhers will agree with the Governinent
in thinking that this proposal is worthy
of our favourable consideration, and I
believe that this large amount of money
which it is proposed to expend will
be forthcoming at once, so that these
people with large means, which they
are ready to expend in the colony, may
have the opportunity of spending their
money, and testing one of our great
mineral resources. One point which isin
favour of this proposal, and which cannot
often be said of preposals that come be-
fore the Government, is that it is not
made by persons who have no capital,
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and who simply want to obtain some con-
cession for the purpose of hawking it
about; but I believe these persons have
the means of carrying out this project at
once, and are prepared to carry it out in
its integrity. ‘Therefore, I may safely re-
commend it to the favourable considera-
tion of hon. members, with much less de-
gree of fear than I should have with re-
ference to proposals of a similar charac-
ter that have been before the Legislature
in the past. I move that the Government
be empowered to enter into an agreement
with Mr. Reid, on the basis of the forego-
ing proposal.

Mz. THROSSELL: I have read the
correspondence carefully, and am glad to
hear that, in considering this question,
we are dealing with a proposal of a bond
fide character. I echo the remark that in
the past we have been the victim of
speculators who were men of straw, with
plenty of smartness and knowledge of the
world, and who have sought. some conces-
gion with a view to hawkmg it about and
making money out of it. If the Hon. the
Commissioner is assured that BMr. Reid
iz really a principal in the matter, and
has ample means, I think we cannot do
better than enter into the agreement on
the lines proposed, at the same time be-
ing extremely careful. T congratulate
the Commissioner of Crown Lands upon
the care he has shown in preparing
this propesal for submission to the
House.

Me. PIESSE: I have much pleasure
in supporting the motion, and the'colony
is fortunate in having such a proposal
put forward by such a gentleman as Mr,
Reid. From what I know of him, and
the reputation he bears, I am sure the
proposal he has made will be faithfully car-
ried out. The rich mineral resources which
are known to exist at the Greenbushes
ghould be developed, and they cannot be
placed in better hands than those of the
gentleman named. 1 hope the result
will prove satisfactory to the country. We
know many of those leases were taken up
in the past by speculators, and many of
the areas have been unworked for a
length of time. The difficulty in work-
ing has, no doubi, been caused by the
want of water, and if the proposal now
made will, to a certain extent, remove
that trouble, we shall find great wealth in
the Greenbushes tinfield. The river is
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no great distance away, and, from my
knowledge of hydraulics, I can see that
persons with capital might easily bring
water to the leased areas for washing the
goil for tin; and not only will it be an
advantage to Mr. Reid and those associ-
ated with him, but the water may be sup-
plied to other persons on the field, or the
tramway which he suggests may be
availed of by other persons, as well as by
Mr. Reid, for conveying the stuff to be
washed at the river. 1 hope the motion
will be agreed to.

Mz. COOKWORTHY : As the repre-
sentative of a neighbouring district, and
having some knowledge of the Green-
bushes tinfield, T have heard from those
engaged in tin-mining that it is imposible
to develop the finfield by the present
gystem of working. The greater portion
of those engaged cannot carry on their
work successfully for want of water, and
they cannot convey water to the field
without a large expenditure of money,
which is beyond their means. The present
proposal will not interfere with their
rights, and there is plenty of roem for
Mr. Reid’s operations without interfering
with them. I cannot see any objection to
the proposal, when we are assured that
these gentlemen are in a position to carry
it out. It has my cordial approval.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) :
I have nothing to add to what the Com-
missioner has said. It does seem to me
that this is a really good proposal, and
one we may safely accept. It will be seen
from the papers that this tinfield, though
valuable, cannot be said to be progressing
very quickly. In fact the industry 1s
languishing for want of water and want
of capital to develop the field. The qgues-
tion we have to consider is whether we
should accept an offer of this kind, or
whether the Government should do some-
thing to provide water. I do not think
the colony is in a position to undertake a
large expenditure in providing water on
the tinfield, whatever we may be in a
position to do in the future. There are
only a few gver 100 men on the tinfield,
and the persons making this proposal
must employ at least 50, under the pro-
posed terms, so that they will be employ.
ing on their area half as many as are now
engaged on the whole field. There is also
this important consideration, that we are
dealing with principals,and men of acknow-
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ledged wealth, and that this is a bond fide
offer which is certain to be carried out.
That should commend itself strongly to
hon. members. This is one of the most
straightforward and liberal proposals that
have been made to us, coming from the
source it does; and I cannot but think it
must be in our interest to deal with people
who are willing to spend their capital in
developing the great resources that exist
in the different parts of our colony. We
ghall not be interfering with those already
on the field, their interests being pro-
tected ; therefore no one will have a right
to complain of the action of the House in
dealing with this matter, and it can never
be argued that we should keep the land
waiting for persons to take it up. The
land is in the possession of the Crown,
without any one being in occupation, and
we are in a satisfactory position for deal-
ing with this proposal, because no one
has any right on the land that we propose
to lease. I have looked into thiz matter
a little myself, and I can see no reason
whatever, viewing it in the interest of the
colony, why we should not deal with the
land in the way proposed. We have
nothing whatever to lose, but everything
to gain, by doing 80; and we have a sub-
stantial money deposit, which will be for-
feited if the conditions are not carried
out, though I believe these people are will-
ing and anxious to undertake the work at
once, If this proposal is carried in this
House and in another place, a small Bill
will be introduced, during this session,
to legalise the agreement. The proposal
is based almost exactly on the require-
ments of the Mineral Lands Act, ex-
cept that the condition as to labour
will not be exactly the same. Still,
even under the Mineral Lands Act, the
Registrar has power the waive the labour
conditions, if machinery be ‘placed on
the land. I have no doubt that if these
people carry out their proposals, they
will do a great deal more than comply
with the Mineral Lands Act as regards
labour conditions. Under that Act only
40-acre blocks can be taken up, and these
people could have taken up the area they
wanted in 40.acre blecks, but this course
would have necessitated so many labourers
being kept on each block, whick would
not be so0 convenient.

Me. SIMPSON: I congratulate the
Cowmmissioner of Crown Lands on having

[ASSEMLLY.)

Mr. Beid's Proposal.

been the recipient of an offer for the in-
vestrnent of capital in this colony, for
developing one of our most important
mining industries. There are detfails in
connection with it which will, I am sure,
be carefully safeguarded by the Govern-
ment in making an absolute agreement ;
but it is satisfactory to know we have
capitalists coming forward fo invest their
money in furnishing a water supply to
the tinfield at the Greenbushes—for that
is what the gquestion really resolves itself
into—or, as an alternative, for the build-
ing of a tramway to carry the dirt to
where the water is. I am sure we all
hope these gentlemen will make a big
percentage on their investment. The
aren of 1,000 acres is large. It is unpre-
cedented in Australia. In New South
Wales, the largest area -which can be
taken up is a square mile. But the con-
ditions in this propesal are tempting, and
valuable to the country. I am perfectly
satisfied, from private information I have,
that we are sumply in the initiation of
our tin industry in this colony; and it
will be an advantage to have men of
means to develop the industry, because
capital is required to do that profitably.
The Greenbushes tinfield has been called
a poor man's field, and a certain number
of men have been getting a decent living
out of it, but the field has not gone ahead
at the rate it should have done. Three
years ago we had the opinion of one of
the most experienced tin miners, and he
told me himself that we have as valu-
able a tinfield as there is in the world.
Men with capital are now coming for-
ward to develop it, and I am sure we
are glad to welcome them. I would
suggest that, if this £20,000 is to be
spent in machinery, that wight not
work quite happily ; and I see no condi-
tion as to who 13 to determine the value
of the machinery, or the value of the work
done. These are mere matters of detail,
which I suggest to the Minister. Of
course there is not a great deal of
machinery wanted, for i these investors -
can get their reservoir, the rest is largely
a matter of drainage, and I do not see
how they can spend £20,000 in machinery
alone. I welcome this proposal, and I
believe these capitalists have a fine oppor-
tunity of reaping a profit from their in-
vestment, and to the advantage of the
country in the end.
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Mg. CLARESON : This is one of the
best proposals I have heard of for a long
time. We have plenty of room for such
men a8 Mr. Beid, and he is just the sort
of man we want. The area asked for
may be rather large, but we have very
large areas in this colony not only of tin,
but of many other minerals. All we
want to develop them is such men as Mr.
Reid, with capital, and I should be in-
clined to offer him meost liberal condi-
tions.

Mr. A. FORREST: I should like to
point out that the concession asked for
by Mr. Reid is, to all intents and pur-
poses, a benefit to the men who are now
working on the tinfield, as well as a
benefit to the colony. He offers to pay
more rental than the whole sum now re-
ceived fromn the men on the field, and he
does not propose to interfere with the
rights or claims of the present holders,
I should like to ask this House what we
are giving him. As far as I can see, we
are not giving him anything. But Mr.
Reid, with whom I am well acquainted, is
of the opinion that this is a great field, and
he thinks he can make a lot of money out
of it. I think the best plan is to let him
go and try, and if he will pay £250) a
year rent, and employ 50 men, besides
other large expenditure, the scheme is
one which must commend itself to the
House and the country. The hon. member
for Geraldion is a little abroad when he
says it would not cost much to pump
water up into a reservoir and dis-
tribute the water over the tinfield, for
he cannot be aware of the character
of the country. The river is some 700
feet below the level of Greenbushes,
and is some four or five miles distant; so
that the water would have to be re-pumped
more than once,and no ordinary machinery
could do it, Mr. Reid is of opinion that,
by building a railway, he can take the
stuff to the river, as an alternative scheme,
and that is, I think, the more practicable
gcheme, and the one that will be carried
out. Mr. Reid is well known to members
of this House as a capitalist. He has
also associated with him the Messra. Mil-
lar Brothers, and when these gentlemen
are concerned in a scheme like this, we
may regard it as bend fide. I am sure
the scheme must commend itself to this
House, and I do not think that the few

men who are now engaged on the field !
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can in any way disagree with the opinion
of this House.

Mg. TRAYLEN: The hon. member
who has just spoken has put the whole
thing in a nutshell. We are asked for
nothing beyond varying our Mineral
Land Regulstions slightly. If there were
to be any reduction of the statutory rent,
we might discuss the matter. But Mr.
Reid says: “I will pay the rent in full,
and all I ask is to be allowed to take up
a larger area than the Regulations allow
me to do.” This being his offer, I think
we should meet him without hesitation,
and only require certain conditions as to
forfeiture. If it is probable that the
mountain will be taken to Mahomet, we
should see that the course of the river is
not changed.

Motion put and passed.

Ordered—That the foregoing resolu-
tion of the House be transmitted to the
Legislative Council, and their concurrence
desired therein.

ADDRESS TO HER MAJESTY, PRAYING
FOR INCREASE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES AT FEDERAL COUKCIL.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest),
in accordance with notice, moved that the
following Address be presented to Her
Majesty the Queen :—

Mosr Gracrovs SOVEREIGN,—

*“'We, Your Majesty’s most dutiful and
“loyal subjects, the Members of the
“ Legislative Assembly of the Colony of
“ Western Australia, in Parliament as-
“gembled, beg leave to approach Your
“ Majesty with feelings of the deepest
“ loyalty and attachment.

“ Whereas the fifth section of an Act
“ of Your Imperial Parliament, intituled
4 An Act to conatifute a Federal Council
“of Australasia,’ provides that ‘each
“ colony shall be represented in the Coun-
“ ¢il by two members, exceptin the case of
“ Crown colonies, which shall be repre-
“gented by one member each,’ and also
* further provides that Your Majesty,
“‘at the request of the Legislatures of
“ the colonies, may by Order in Council
“from time to time increase the number
“ of representatives of each colony’ " :

* And whereas at the session of the
+ Federal Council held at Hobart, in the
“colony of Tasmania, in the wonths of



712 . Federal Cowncil :
# January and February, 1893, a resolu-
“ tion was submitted that—

4+ Having regard to the importance

“of matters of federal conecern that

“may require early attention, this

* Council is of opinion, whilst keeping

“in view the ultimate establishment

“of a more perfect system of Federal

“ Union, that the efficiency and influ-

“ence’ of the Council could in the

“ meantime be usefully extended by

*“ increpsing the number of representa-

“ tives from each colony, except Crown

“ colonies, to five”

“ And whereas this resolution was
“agreed to by the Council :

“ Now, therefore, we, the members of
* the Legislative Assembly of the colony
“of Western Australia, in Parliament
*“ assembled, do humbly pray that Your
*“ Majesty will be pleased to make an
* Order in Council increasing the number
“ of the representatives of each colony in
*accordance with such resolution.”

“ We confidently trust that such altera-
“tion in the constitufion of the Counecil
“will result to the benefit of Your
“ Majesty’s Australasian colonies; and
“we humbly pray that Your Majesty
“may long be spared to continue that
‘““benign rule which has contributed so
“largely to the happiness and prosperity
*of Your Majesty's subjects.”

He eaid: The addvess really explains
itself. At the last Federal Council
meeting, held in Hobart, a resolution
was passed affirming the desirability
of increasing the npumber of mem.
bers to five for each colony, except Crown
colonies. That resolution has been pre-
sented to the Legislatures of Queens-
land, Victoria, and Tasmania, by their
respective Governments; and in the case
of Queensland it has been passed unani-
mously; in Victoria, I have information
that it has passed the Lower House, and
that there was no likelihood of its being
altered in the Upper House, and probably
by this time it has passed that House;
in Tasmania, I believe, there will be no
opposition whatever; and in the case of
Bouth Australia and New South Wales,
they were not represented at the Federal
Council at the time, but I believe South
Avustralia will pass the resolution, and I
hope the mother colony of New South
Wales may be induced to do so, although

I have no definite informaftion on the point,
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as vet. There can be no doubt that the
Federal Council, as at present constituted,
has too few members. I was struck with
the fact myself, when I attended the
Council for the first time, a few months
ago, that we were too few—only eight or
nine persons dealing with important busi-
ness. Such a number is too few to exer-
cise much influence on public opinion. It
was the unanimous opinion of those
present that if the Federal Council is to
be of any influence in Australia, it must
be constituted upon a basis of greater
pumbers. The resolution was passed
unauimously, and there was a unanimous
feeling that the least number of repre.
sentatives, for making the Council efficient
and powerful, would be for each colony
to send five members. Those represen-
tatives who attended the Federal Conven-
tion held in Sydney, in 1891, will agree
with me as to the influence and power
represented on that occasion. There were
seven members from each colony on
that occasion, and I suppose that
never in Australia had there been such
a representative gatheribg in which so
many eminent Australians took part.
Ilook forward to these Federal Council
meetings, whether held annually or every
second year, as comprising men of similar
status to that of the men who attended
the Federal Convention in Sydney; and
if that be so, I feel sure the Federal
Council will be very much respected
throughout Australia, and in the mother
country, and will also be very powerful
for good. I do not suppose there is any-
one, who bas thought over the maitter,
who does not feel in himeelf ‘that Aus-
tralia will federate some day, and that we
shall not always be composed of different
colonies, having arbitrary lines dividing
us, but that the day will come when we
shall be a Commonwealth, and be one
country, and become—if I may say so—
a nation ; always, I hope, allied by the
bonds of ona.l}éy and affection to the
mother country. That being o, we all
believe that by and bye, as time goes omn,
Australia. will be federated, and that con-
ditions will be devised which will be fair
to all the colonies of the group; that we
shall be able to work out some plan
which will be fair to each ome of the
colonies, and that we shall federate on
some fair and reasonable terms. That
being so, it is but fair and right that we
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should preserve and encourage the federal
movement, whenever an opportunity oc-
curs, and I believe the Federal Council of
Australia, in the manner now constituted,
will be productive of great good to the
whole of Australia, and will encourage
the federal movement, and have a good
effect in many ways, besides performing
legislative functions. You can hardly
over-estimate the influence for good which
must result from the principal politicians
of each colony meeting together at stated
periods. Even the personal intercourse
that arises on occasions of that sort
is beneficial, for friendships are formed,
ideas are exchanged, and the results
are very difficult to over-estimate. There-
fore, I shall be glad if this House will
agree to this address to Her Majesty.
I may add that, even as constituted
at present, the Federal Council has
powers which we have not, for the
Council can legislate on subjects which
the Legislatures of the several colonies
have not the power to deal with; and I
think thot as the Federal Council be-
comes larger and more influential, so will
it be more respected. I cannot say that,
up to the present, the Federal Council
has occupied that position in the estima-
tion of the people of Australia that it is
entitled to. I do not think it has
gained for itself any great position in
public estimation, as yet, and I attribute
that solely to the smallness of its num.
bers. It is not likely that a Council con-
sisting of only two members from each
colony, and not even all the celonies repre-
sented, can attain a position of influence.
At the last meeting, only Queensland,
Victoria, Tasmania, and Western Aus-
© tralia were represented—eight gentlemen
meeting together to discuss important
questions in a public manner, with all
the forms and ceremonies that are used
in this House. You can at once see that
the mwunbers are altogether too small, too
insignificant, to have any great power or
influence. That was felt very much at
the last meeting, and it resulted in this
address, which was proposed by our
worlthy Speaker (Sir J. G. Lee Steere),
from his place in the Council, and was
ungnimously adopted by the members
present. If this resclution passes in this
colony, as I believe it will, and also
passes in the other colonies, and if the
mother colony of New South Wales joins
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the Federal Council, the meetings of that
Council in the future will consist of 35
representatives, and you can well under-
gtand the far greater influence that the
Council will then have in the estima-
tion of the people of Australia, and also
in the estimation of the people of the
mother country. I have great pleasure
in moving the adoption of this ad-
dress, for I believe it is a move in the
right direction. The representatives of
this colony who attended the Federal
Convention, in Syduey, were not able to
join, heart and soul, in the federal move-
ment as proposed in 1891, because we felt
that thiz colony did not obtain sufficient
consideration ; but that does not prevent
us from joining heartily in this Federal
Council movement, and assisting, as far
a8 we can, in encouraging federal opinion
and federal action. Looking forward, as
I do, to the timé when we will be able to
federate on principles and conditions that
will be just to this colony and to the
other colenies of the group, I think I am
consistent in encouraging and assisting
the Federal Council of Australia, so that
it shall become more powerful for good.
T have much pleasure in moving that the
address be presented to Her Most Gracious
Majesty. '

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: With respect to
this motion, there are several points we
ought to consider before we agree to it.
One is that we are very differently
gituated as compared with the other
colonies. As a rule, the Federal Council
meets in Tasmania.

Tre Premier (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Not necessarily. The question is put to
the vote every time as to where the next
meeting shall be held.

Mr. RE. F. SHOLL : Well, with West-
ern Australin represented by five mem-
bers, and each of the other colonies re-
presented by five members, the Federal
Council would never meet in Western
Australia. As far as Tasmania is con-
cerned, it has a delightful climate, and
though it is a very short cry from the
other colonies to Tasmania, 1t is a very
long cry from this colony; and consider.
ing the expense and time required for the
public men of this colony to attend a
meeting of the Federal Council in any
one of the other colonies, we should
consider, before agreeing to this motion,
not only the time, but also the expense
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to this colony. The expense when
two members go is not great, but
when we increase the number to five,
the expense will mount up to a consider-
able sum. Taking the federation ques-
tion, which is the principle that governs
this Federal Council, I think that until
this colony has split up or divided into
two or three colonies, we should gravely
consider whether it will suit this colony
to join in a federation union. The other
colonies have been developing their re-
gources with borrowed money, and have
ngw the obligations of large loans hang-
ing over their heads. The other colonies
are all in close proximity, but, as to this
colony, though only an imaginary line
separates us, a vast space divides this
colony from our nearest neighbour. There-
fore, I do not think, with regard to the
other colonies, that this colony would
have the influence to get her just dues ina
Federal Council comprised of five members
from each of the colonies. For instance,
at the last meeting of the Federal Coun-
cil some question was brought up with
reference to the troops at Albany. Our
representatives fought manfully, from
the point of view of this colony’'s in-
terests, but what support did they get?
It appeared to me, on reading that de-
bate, that it only showed how futile and
how one-sided it would be for this colony
to join in federal union, where we might
be out-numbered and out-voted, and if
any sympathy between colonies existed
it would exist among those which are
closely connected by proximity. I do
not think it would be wise for us to in.
crease the number of representatives we
send to the Federal Council. It takes a
long time to attend the Council meetings,
and it would cost a considerable sum of
money if we sent five members. I do not
think it would suit this colony, with its
present small debt, to join in any Austra.-
lian union until we have had an oppor-
tunity of developing our resources, the
the same as other colonies have been do-
ing, Our debt is small, whereas the debt
of the other colonies is large, though, if
our present Government remain long in
office, no doubt our debt will be increased
in proportion to that of the other
colonies, and then we will be in a posi-
tion to join in federation. T hope that
when that time comes we will be able to

pay the interest on our loams, that our |

[ASSEMBLY.]

Increase of Representatives.

resources will be fully developed, and that
it will suit us then to join in federal union.

Trae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
It is quite clear that the hon. member has
no sympathy atall with the federal move-
ment. He does not believe in the federa.-
tion of Australia, or in the Federal Coun-
cill. But surely he wishez to live in
sympathy with those that are near him;
gurely he wishes all the colonies of Aus-
tralia to be united by bonds of union in
every possible manner; and vet he will
take away the opportunity of doing it, and
would not even a.{)low these federal gather-
ings. It seems to me that everything we
can do to bring together more closely the
interests of the people in the different
colonies, the better it will be for us and
the whole of Australia; and with that
view I am sorry that more hon. members
have not spoken on the subject, because
it is one that is very interesting and im-
portant. We should never lose a chance
to do what we can to bind more closely
the people of Australia. This colony has
shown 1ts sympathy with federal unionm,
by joining in almost everything that has
been proposed to it by the other colonies.
We have contributed a share to various
things in the way of postal and telegraph
unions and defences; and we have par-
ticipated to some extent in the advantage
of the federal contribution paid by other
colonies towards the defences of King
George's Sound. [Me. R. F. SAoLy:
We paid the bulk of it.] The hon. mem-
ber says we paid the bulk of it; but do we
pay the bulk of the upkeep? We pay
one-fourth, and the other three-fourths
are contribuled by the other colonies; so
that surely this is a benefit to us. I am
not in accord with the hon. member in
thinking that no good can come of union.
Surely, the more we are united the
stronger we shall be; and I am not pre-
pared to join in any federal movement
unless we can get some advantage. This
resolution merely affirms that the Federal
Council already existing shall be enlarged,
and it does not hind us to that larger
federation to which the hon. member re-
ferred. I hope that hon. members will
vote for the address, and I should have
been glad if more hon. members had ex-
pressed their views on this very important
question.

Me. TRAYLEN : I am going with the
Government entirely in this matter. I

.
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sympathige with the Premier very much
when he says he looked round on eight or
nine gentlemen at the Federal Council
meeting, and felt it was not a body that
would command so much respect as a
larger body would do. We have to look
in the face the probable federation of
Australia, and it will be wise for us to do
whatever we can to bring that about, for
if we hold aloof from that movement we
shall find ourselves unable to make such
good terms—if terms are to be made at
all—in our own interest. I rogret I was
not able to attend the large federation
gathering held a few weeks ago in another
colony, and to which I received a kind
invitation, hoping that I would in some
measure represent this colony. I should
have been glad to be able to say we are
willing to take our position in the united
Australia. Although the sending of five
representatives instead of two from this
colony to the Federal Council may cause
an increase of expense, still our wisdom
is to take the matter in hand now, and
thus pave the way for federation when it
does come.

Motion put and passed.

Ordered—That the foregoing address
be transmitted to the Legislative Council,
and their concurrence desired therein.

EENSINGTON LANE CLOSURE BILL.
THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

ENGINE SPARKS FIRE PREVENTION
BIL

IN COMMITTEE.

The Order of the Day for the considera-
tior:l of the committee’s report having been
reaq,

Me. PIESSE moved that the words
‘ by the Governor-in-Council,” be inserted
after the word *“appointed,” in the first
line of the new clause.

Amendment put and passed, and the
new clause, as amended, agreed to.

Report of committee, with further
amendment of the Bill, adopted.

GRAND JURY ABOLITION ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

The amendment, proposed by the Legis-
lative Council in this Bill (vide p. 661,

[11 Seer.,

1898.]  Legal Practitioners Bill. 715
anfe) was agreed to without comment, and
the Bill was reported as amended, and re-

turned to the Legislative Couneil.

WINES, BEER, AND SPIRIT SALE ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.
This Bill baving been recommitied on
the previous day,

B. SIMPSON asked leave to with.
draw the amendment which he had moved
on the previous day, for the insertion of
a new clause, namely, “The provisions
of this Act shall come into force on the
lst January, 1894.” He said he now
understood that provision would be made
for the date of the coming into force of
the Bill,

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
The House resumed.

THIRD READING.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

ADJOUBRNMENT
The House adjourned at 9'15 p.m,

Begtulatibe

Monday, 11th September, 1893.

@ouncii,

Logal Practitiopers Bill : third reading—Constitution
Act Amendment Bill: third reading—Gold De-
claration Bill: third reading—Hensington Lang
Closure Bill: Brgt reading—Wines, Beer, and
Spirit Bale Act Amendment Bill; frst ing—
Adjournment.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G, Shen-
ton) took the chair at 8 o’clock p.m.

Pravers.

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS BILL.
THIED BEADING.

This Bill was read a third time, and
passed.



